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— mon People bave their —＋ 
and Feeling as well as their Governors; 
they are loaded with Burdens too 
their Strength to ſupport, who can blame F iu 
for enden vouring to relieve themſelves in the 
= Manner they are able? And who can won- 
, if in ſtruggling for their Liberties, the 
Ih Outrages are committed, and even the 
Foundations of Government are ſhaken? 


preſſion, the Scripture ſays, will make a wiſe 
Man mad: What Effet then will it have 


6 giddy Multitude, who are ſenfible to nothing 
bu 8 preſent Feeling, and who, at ſuch a 
Don Juncture, 


(nn) 
Jundture, will ſubmit themſelves to the Direc- 
tion of any Fellow, who has Courage and Spi- 
rit enough to lead them on 10 revenge themſelves 
ou their Qppreſſors ? Had the Spaniſh Vicerey 
f Nie end Bit Miniſters, inftead of fleecing ' 
all Manner of Taxes to ſupport” 
2 5 'and enrich them elves, ſtudhed the” 
Good of the Community, and the Intereſt of their 
Sovereign, we ſhould never have beard of the 
Neapolitan Inſurrection, and Maſaniello would 


have remained an obſcure Fiſherman. 


This Work bas been compiled with great Care 
and Induſiry from Giraffy, the Count of Mo- 
dena, Midon, tbe Author of the Winter's Even- 
ing Entertainment, and all the Authors who 
bave wrote on that Subject; as alſo from ſe- 
veral authentick Records which have not before 
appeared in print: And particular Care bas 

been taken to purge this Edition from the Er- 
rors and Extravagancies of all former Impreſ- 
ons. 


In vain may we ſearch the Records of Anti- 
quity, to find an Inſtance parallel to this of Ma- 


ſaniello, who, be only a poor Fiſherman, in 
four Days raiſed an Army of 150,000 Men ; 


by which Force be exalted himſelf from this ab- 
Jett State to the Pitch of Monarghy ; made bim 
ſelf Maſter of the City of Naples, one of the 
_ moſs populous Cities in the World, and the Me- 
tropolis. of many fair and extenſive Provinces ; 


was. for a Time the Avenger of publick Oppreſ- 
on: 


( vii 
fions, the'Saviour of bis deſolate Country, and 
the Dread of the Spaniards. 


The Hiftory of -. this ridiculous Monarch is fo 
extraordinary, that future Ages will ſaarce give 
Credit thereto ; for, tho” be trampled barefoot 
on his Throne, and inflead of a Diadem wore 
a Mariner's Cap, yet it be averred 
without Exceſs, that during his ſhort-lived, 
but ftupendous Reign, the moſt formidable Ty- 
rant upon Earth was not more dreaded, nor 
his Orders more readily obey'd: To the Com- 
mands of Maſaniello there was no Reply ; bis 
Decrees were without Repeal ; and the Deſtiny 


of Naples Sd ts depend un bis Smile o 


. 


Many extraordinary Heats and Commotions 
have bappened of late, and great Flames have 
' been kindled by @ ſmall Spark; a Rebellion was 
raiſed in Scotland by ſo inconfiderable a Number 
of People, that for ſome Time we ſcarce knew 
whether it was worth our ſerious Conſideration 
or not; yet at length it became ſo formidable, 
that it was unhappily attended with the Loſs of 
great Numbers of brave and uſeful Men, before 
Ti * 1 Hity could be reſtored to the Nation : 

Inſurrefion has fince happened at Ge- 
noa, ix which the Auſtrian Forces were driven 
with great & bad an 


laughter, tho" t 
2 General at their Head; and tho this was 
8 great Meaſure done by the Populace, yet 


oth theſe InſurreFions 2 laid by 


(mw) 
ene of the moſt formidable Powers in Europe, 
= were by ber ſupported: Therefore they are 
* from being ſo extraordinary in themſelves, 
bad they been attended with the ſame Succeſs, 
at that raiſed by this poor Fiſherman, who 
made himſelf ſupreme 2 of the Neapoli- 
tans and that without Ally or Counſel. 
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life grew dear, and occaſioned popular diſcontents, which 
at length were ſo inflamed, that tumults a ions 
followed, attended with murder and „and ſuch 
other outrages as are the natural conſequences of popular 
fury and diſtraction. , 

His majeſty king Philip IV. of Spain was very ſenſible 
ofthe affections of the Neapolitans, who, without con- 
ſidering the weaknels and :nabillity of the people, reſolved 
to preſent him with a new donative : but all commodities 
being already taxed, it was difficult to raiſe the extraor- 
dinary ſupplies which were demanded in the year 1646, 
therefore they were obliged in the preſent neceſſity to 
* tax upon fruits : all ſorts were —_ both oy 
and green; as mulberries, figgs, apples, pears, an 
plumbs ; whereby the ins hor of — were de- 
prived of their uſual nouriſhment and ſupport, and re- 
diced to the loweſt miſery and diſtreſs. This tax was 
collected with ſeverity for nine months; but it grew at lait 
inſupportable; inſomuch, that many poor wretches having 
fold all their houſhold ſtaff, even the very beds they uſed 
to Le upon, to pay part of the tax, were often obliged to 
proſtitute their wives and daughters to the miniſters of the 
taxes, only to obtain a ſhort reſpite for the payment of 
the remainder : the kingdom, therefore, refolved to bear 
the burden no longer, and to diſcharge berſelf not only 
of this, but of gw gale os wn, and the 
12 ſucceſs beyond expectation. has cer- 

inly fixed ſtrong impreſſions of liberty in the minds of 
men: they are unwilling to bring their necks under the 
; and tho' they are uſed with moderation and ten- 
| they are ſcarce confined within the bounds of obe- 
dience ; but ſlavery and oppreſſion make them mad; and 
poverty begets deipair; ſo that Tacitus obſerved juſtly, 
that the people ruſh upon precipices and deſtruction 
when heavy loads and exactions are laid upon them. 

The royal city of Naples is full of people, and many 
families * — the weight of taxes; 2 
tax upon fruit was greateſt grie vance, and re · 
ſolved not to endure it. They had oſten hy their agents, 
repreſented the hardſhips of this act, to the moſt excellent 
duke of Arcos, Viceroy of the kingdom; the women and 
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children wou'd often meet him in the ftreet, and with 
miſerable cries and lamentatians beg of him to releaſe the 
tax, and the citizens of Lavinaro, and other quarters, 
placed themſelves in companies as he paſſed upon a day 
thro' the market-place, to pay his devotion to the mother 
of Carmine, at the church of the Carmelites, and peti- 
tioned him in a body, to remit the tax. The viceroy ſce- 
ing himſelf ſurrounded by ſuch a multitude of men, women 
and children, who with uplifted hands, begged relief, was 
forced to appeaſe them by ſtopping his coach, and promiſ- 
ing that in a day or two he would give them ſatisfaction. 
Upon the Sunday following, az he was going to the 
church aforeſaid, he obſerved a great diſorder and mur- 
muring among the people; who did not petition him as 
before, but peremptorily demanded a releaſe of the tax, 
and threatned him in caſe of denial; theſe were pre- 
ſages of the commotions which followed. The Viceroy 
was fo terrified, that he promiſed to take off the tax, and 
returned with ſuch apprehenſions of fear to his palace, 
that he would venture no more to go to the church of 
Carmine, and would not ſuffer the feſtival of St. John the 
baptiſt to be celebrated, which us'd to be ſolemniſed at 
Naples; and this he did, to prevent any diſturbance that 
might ariſe from ſo vaſt a concourſe of people, when got 
together in one place. 

Some time after, father Don Stephano Pepa, one of the 
moſt famous preachers of the order of Theatins, who had 
ſeveral congregations under his care ; by means of which, 
his influence was great over the people, aſſured the viceroy, 
in a private conference he had with him, that he could 
perceive by the confeſſions that were made to him, that 
they were exaſperated to a very high degree; i 
by the fruit-tax, which ſeem'd to be levelled at the poor 
people alone; whereas all former taxes and impoſitions 
were equally born by all the ſeveral members of the ſlate: 
he told his excellency, twas to be feared that theſe com- 
plaints were the fore-runners of an infurreC:ion ; and there- 
fore prope him to aboliſh the tax upon fruit, telling ham, 
that be made no queſtion, but as ſoon as the people thould | 
de eaſed of this burden, they would return to their former 
duty and obedience. a 
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Yet, notwit — this wholeſome advice, the vice- 
roy, who was naturally indolent, and unfixed in his re- 
ſolutions, negle&ed doing any thing in this affair, think - 
ing it would drop of itſelf : but he was greatly miſta- 
ken; for the populace, inraged, that the tax, contrary to 
the promiſe given them, ſtill continued, to be out- 
ragious; they now to action; upon a night 
ehey ſet fire to a ca of powder, in the market- 
Place where the fruit-tax was exacted; this they did again, 
and the damage was afterwards repaired at the publick 
charge. The incendiaries were at work to enrage and blow 
up the fire; ſharp and bitter invectives, full of popular 
grievances, were Publiſhed and diſperſed ; the publick of- 
ners were threatned with ruin and death; and theſe inſo- 
Jent libels were fixed in the moſt publick places of the city. 

But what gave the greateſt encouragement to the rioters, 
was the example of the Sicilians, eſpecially thoſe of Paler- 
ano, who had by force of arms and popular inſurreftions, 
obtained from the marquis of Velez, viceroy of that king - 
dom, a releaſe of the principal taxes, and a moderation of 
the reſt. He afterwards gave them a general pardon for 
all exceſſes and outrages ; tor opening of priſons, for mur- 
ders, thefts, for taking up arms in the country, and other 
offences ; ſo that the people of Naples taking courage 
from the ſucceſs of their neighbours, thought they had a 
right to the ſame treatment, and inſiſted upon their merits, 
pleading, that they were a free-born people, and had by 
their donatives, contributed largely to the ſupport and 

grandeur of the Spaniſh monarchy. | 
Ihe following are the acts of grace publiſhed in Sicily, 
in favour of the people: | 
IS excellency by this preſent act, to be always in 
* force, does take off and aboliſh to perpetuity, 
<< the tax upon meal, wine, oil, fleſh and cheeſe, through- 
out all this city and territory of Palermo for ever. 
In Palermo, this 2 1ſt of May, 1647. 
The marquis of Velez. 


« Subſcribed by all the officers of the patrimony, and 
«« likewiſe by the civil and criminal court, and by 
the principal notary of the kingdom.” * 
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90 H E priſons of the Vicaria being this night broke 
* open, and the priſoners ſet at liberty, and his 
< excellency being ſenſible that the priſoners therein con- 
« tained were innocent, he does by this preſent act pardon 
« all and every one of the faid priſoners ; and alſo his 
« excellency does acquit and pardon thoſe who were found 
« unreleaſed in the ſaid priſons: his exceltency does 
« moreover give grace and pardon upon the word and 
« faith of a king, to all the ſaid priſoners, as well forthe 
« delinquency of flight, as for all other delinquencies for 
which they are impriſoned. 
The marquis of Velez. 


Don Livo Pente, preſident of juſtice.” 
a x 


Theſe privileges and immunities obtained by the Sici- 
kians, ſpirited up the of Naples, who reſolved to 
recover the ſame freedom; and you could not paſs the 
ſtreets without hearing, What, are not we as valuabla 
* ſ{ubjeQs as thoſe of Palermo? are not we equally formi- 
. © dable and brave, if we could but unite tu redreſs our gric - 

vances? let us lie no longer under our burdens : 6-ath 
is more acceptable than miſery: toarms ; to arms: les 
us riſe as one man, and that inſtantly : there's nothing 
like the preſent moment; our time is precious; delays 
may breed danger Ihe ftreets rung with thele and 
ſuch mutinous expreſſions; and the ſane feriaent was kept 
up in clubs and cabals, where people met and gave vent 0 
their paſſions, by threatning their govern9::, and ence: 
raging one another to ſhake off their cha, and recover 
themiclves into a free ſtate. The viceroy was ſoon niade 
acquamied with theie diſorders; and finding, matters grow- 
ing ripe for an inſurrection, frequently aitembled tac fix 
quarters or precincts of the city, confifing of the ntih 
part of the gentry, and the ſixth ci tie pevple; to advite 
againſt the dangers that threatned, aud by all means to take 
off the tax upon fruits, which was ute greate:. grievance. 
This propoſal was very agrecable to the popyuce z and 
had it immediately been executed, wou have prevented 
the calamities that followed; but becauie it would have 
been prejudicial to the ſarmers, the deiigu had = 
© oe 
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for er 
general of the kingdom, to prevail upon the viceroy, to con- 
tinue the tax till the month of Auguſt following; and to 
this end, they preſented his lady with fifteen thouſand du- 
cats. The viſitor not able to reſiſt the gold, perſuaded 
the viceroy to continue the tax — his promiſe; 
and for his own private advantage, inſin that it would 
reflect upon his honour, to ſubmit to the inſolent impor- 
tunities of a mob, conſiſting of a few raſcally fellows, 
who made all this noiſe to throw every thing in con- 
fuſion, that they might the better fiſh in troubled waters: 
and therefore he adviſed him to repair the toll-houſe for 
fruit, that was burn'd down ; which he did, but reſolved 
at the ſame time to take off the tax, and find out a way to 
ualify the heats of the diſcontented people on the one 
, and the nobility, gentry and merchants of Naples on 
the other, who had advanced to the publick upon that tax, 
obove fix hundred thouſand crowns on account of the 
capital million, and eighty five thouſand crowns of annual 


L 


utmoſt rage ; and they gave out, that they would ſooner 
die than ſuffer ſuch impoſitions, and inſiſted, that the tax 
upon fruit ſhould be quite aboliſhed, and no new burden 
laid, to pay off the debt that was contracted upon it. 


the 7th of July, in the year 1647, that fully anſwered 
The Ac that 


in the manner it was brought about; and be faithfully 


tranſmitted, for the improvement and infocmation of 


Comer of he amber-olece in Nuke foul wa 
Maſaniello, a young fellow about 24 years of age, of a 
ſprightly diſpoſition and bold addreſs, and who had 2 
great 
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great ſhare of courage and reſolution, as the conſequences 
will ſoon make appear. He got his living chiefly by ang- 
ling ; and at times he bought fiſh in the market and re- 
tailed them again ; and as it happened, over one of the 
windows of his houſe were fixed the arms and name of 
Charles V. of a very ancient ſtanding ; which at this time 
was underſtood to be a myſterious preſage of what after- 
Wards happened: and as he would often ſay himſelf, that 
this angler and retailer of fiſh ſhould reftore the city of 
Naples to a ſtate of liberty, and recover and eſtabliſh the 
Charter of privileges granted to the city by that great and 
invincible monarch, whoſe arms were fixed on his houſe. 
But, notwithſtanding all that he himſelf gave out, and 
what others pretended to prognoſticate, it was the general 
Opinion of his neighbours, that the extent of his monarchy 
would terminate in a ſtrong room, with a crown of ſtraw : 
and the reader will eaſily form an idea of the figure he 
made in the world, when his dreſs is deſcribed, which was 
ſomething odd: he wore no ſhoes, and had long linnen 
flops or drawers, which ſerved for both breeches and 
ſtockings ; upon his head he had generally a mariner's 
cap, and his hair was cropp'd ſo ſhort that it did but juſt 
appear below it; a coat he deſpiſed, and his perpetual 
garment was a blue jacket. a 
However this Maſaniello, from a kind of natural craſt, 
obſerving that murmurs and diſcuncu prevailed in every 


corner of the town, that the people were ripe for 
diſturbance, took this opportunity to publiſh his deſigns, ..-. 
Upon a day, (which was about four days before-the — 


feſtival of Corpus Domini) he was going home in a violent 
e WIS np i > rhe chock of 
-armine, where the famous banditto Perone, with two 
more of his companions, had fled for the benefit of refuge, 
ca; or them alan Bon, want way the never. Guy Howes &© 
angry, and ſo much out of humour ? he replied in a great 
rage, I'll be bound to be if I do not ſee juſ- 
preſſio the people of N —＋ N 
8 ns-upon the peo aples, or J. my 
« life.” They fell a laughing, | 


* A, 


- 


16 The RISE and FALL of 


* laugh, and be as merry as you pleaſe ; but I ſwear by 
the living God, if I had two or three of my mettle that 
« would ſtand by me, you ſhould ſee what work I'd 
<< make with the rogues.* They aſked him, what method 
he would take? vill you join with me ſays he?” they 
told him they would with all their hearts ; they ſhook 
Hands upon it, and having vowed to go through with the 
cauſe they had undertaken, they parted, and Maſaniello 
went about his buſineſs. 

But he had not been long at home before he met with 
freſh provocation; for ſome of the officers of the cuſtoms 
having accidentally met his wife in the ſtreet, as ſhe was 
carrying a {mall quantity of contraband flour in her apron, 
they laid hold on her, and hauled her to priſon ; and, 
without having the leaſt regard to the tears and intreaties 
of her huſband, would not let her go, till he had fold all 
his goods, to pay a fine of an hundred ducats, which was 
the price they had ſet on her liberty. This barbarous ex- 
tortion ſtruck ſo deep into the heart of this young man, who 
was naturally cholerick, that he immediately meditated 
upon the mean of being revenged ; and conſidering how 
the people were enraged by the tax upon fruit, he made 
uſe of that pretence, and running up and down among 
the fruit-ſhops that were in that quarter, complained 
loudly of the cruelty of the tax, and engaged them to come 
in a body to the market-place, aud there dectarc publick- 
ly to the country-fruiterers, that it was in vain for them ta 
bring their fruit to the market, for they would not buy 
one baſket till the tax was taken off. | 
While this was doing the tumult increaſed; and the 
noiſe of it was carried to all the ſhops in the town ; and to 
ſuppreſs the diſorder, Andreas Anaclerio, elect of the peo- 


ple, who was choſen that very day, repaired with all haſte 


to the market-place, where the fruit was expoſed to ſale ; 
and finding every thing in confuſion and the ſhop-keepers 
crying out, that they would buy no taxed fruit, he uſed 
ſoft and mollifying words, and with much difficulty per. 
ſuaded them to pay the tax for that one time, and it 
ſhould be exacted of them no more: which at laſt they 
complied to do, and fo the matter was adjuſted, and the 
people returned home. Maſaniello finding hunfelf — 

NE pointed, 
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pointed, and that nothing was to be done there, ſtill con- 
tinued his purpoſe ; and running about the ſtreets to every 
quarter of the town, he cried out, no tax, no tax ; ſome 
laughed, and took him for a madman, but his words made 
2 deep impreſſion upon others, as will appear by the event. 
When he came home to his ſtall in the market-place, 
he luckily found a great number of boys got together ; 
and when he had inſinuated himſelf among them, he made 
his ſpeech, and: inveigh'd bitterly againſt the cruelty 
of the government: Look ye here, ſays he, my 
* lads, how we are ridden, tax upon fax, thirty fix 
<« ounces to the loaf of bread, twenty two the pound of 
« cheefe, ſix granas for beef, fix granas for pulſe, nine 
% granas for vezl, two granas the pint of wine: are theſe 
things to be endured? no, my boys; get my words 
® by _ and ſound them thro' _ ſtreet of the 
city. but fay nothing againſt the ki Spain; cry on- 
ly, let God live, ler the lady —— live; let the 
«: pope live, long live the king of Spain, but let our wick - 
ed government die, let the curſed government die: The 
boys when they had got their leſſon perfect, followed his 
directions, and diſperſing themſelves in every corner, cried 
along the ſtreets as they were taught, and hadthe boldneſs 
to go to the palace, and cry out under the noſe of the vice- 
roy of the kingdom : and indeed, the complaint was in ſome 
meaſure juſt, though the method of redreſs was otherwiſe, 
for at that time every commodity above-named bore the 
fame price that Maſaniello ſet upon it. This tumult of 
children ſet the city in an uproar, and their noiſe made 
different impreflions on the le; ſome fell a-laughing 
at the oddneſs of the thing, but others began to be in pain 
for the conſequences. The boys were often aſłed what 
was the matter, and who ſet them at work ? they anſwer- 
ed they were the ſcholars of Maſaniello the fiſberman : 
and when his neighbours jefted upon him about his conduct, * 
as a man perfectly diſtracted and out of his wits, he re- 
plied ſeriouſly, © You may at me now, but you 
. * ſhall ſoon ſee what this fool 2 let 
. y 


"out quarrelling and bloodſhed. 
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« villain for ever.” This frantick anſwer confirmed them 
the more that the man was raving and out of his ſenſes ; 
but Maſaniello no way affected with this treatment, at- 
tended to his buſineſs, and immediately liſted and took 
the names of the boys that followed him, about the age 
of ſixteen, ſeventeen, and eighteen, till he compleated a 
company of five hundred ; but ftill numbers came in, 
and he went on enrolling till he made up a regiment of 
five thouſand, all choice and ſturdy lads ; and giving them 
their jeſſon againſt the next day, he diſmiſs'd them for 
that time, giving every one of them a weapon in their 
hands, appointing them to be ready the next morn- 
ing, and he would be their general, and lead them on to 
Slory and liberty, ; 
The devotion of the Neapolitans to the lady of Carmine, 
as ſo great and fo univerſal, that they do not only expreſs 
it by the ſolemnity with which they celebrate the feſtival 
every year, on the 16th day of July, but alſo by ſeveral 
publick rejoicings and holy-days previous to it. Among 
other things, it was a cuſtom upon theſe days to obſerve a 
certain ceremony, which was, that a fort of caftle or 
tower of wood was erected in the midſt of the great market- 
place, and a company of boys uſed to defend it, whilſt 
another ſet of lads pelted and battered it with ſticks and 
fruit; and this drew together a great concourſe of peo- 


le. of the meaner fort, who were much delighted with 


is mobbiſh diverfon, which indecd ſeldom ended with- 
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ſolved not to lay out a farthing, becauſe they would not 
— 2 and declared they would not buy an 
apple till the tax was aboliſhed. The countrymen having 
no market for their goods, were enraged, and fell upon 
the ſhop-keepers that were near them with cudgels ; and 
a very encounter there was, for they fought it out 
ſtoutly on ſides : beſides, the citizens wanted to be 
ſupplied with fruit, as uſual, and there being none but 
ſorry ſtale ſtuff, that was brought the day before, they 
uneaſy and tumultuous, and the whole city was in a 

eat and confuſion. The account of theſe diſorders was 
carried to Zuſia Graſſiero, regent of the city, who imme- 
diately gave orders to Anacleria, the elect of the people, 
to takea proper courſe with the rioters, and put an end 
to the commotions : he came directly to the market- 
place with ſome attendants about him, and having uſed 
all the arts of threatening and perſuaſion to little purpoſe; 
for the tumult ran high, and the two parties were fiercely 
pes. gs Try at laſt interceded for a ſhort ccflation of 
arms, which was granted, and each wing an ac- 
count of their caſe, he determined in 4 the townſ- 
men, and calling the country fruiterers foreigners and 
encroachers, (moſt of them being of the city of Puzzuolo) 
he rebuked them ſeverely for the Diſturbances they had 
made, and declared, that if they came there again and 
broke the peace, he would have them baſtinado'd to the 

e, and condemned to the gallies. 

' the countrymen of Puzzuolo, there was a noiſy 
fellow, a near kinſman of Maſaniello's, who was deeply 
concerned in the riot ; for the matter, it ſeems, was con- 
certed before, between him and Maſaniello, and he ated 
up to his inſtructions; he not only ſet the country and 
town together by the ears, but finding that fruit bore 2 
very low price, and after he had payed the tax and car- 
riage, there would remain but a trifle for himfelf, he af- 
fetted to be in a violent paſſion, and kicking down with 
his foot two baſkets of fruit, he bawled out, God 
gives us plenty, and our curſed governors gives us fa- 
mine: let the fruit rot and periſh, it is not worth pick. 
ing up, let them take it that will.” Maſaniello mood 
ready, waicking the opportunity with bis boys, who- full 
Cz * 
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a ſcrambling for the fruit ; and every thing falling out as 
he expected, he ran in among the mob, and cried out, 
without tax, without tax: Anaclerio ſurprized at this 
inſolence that was ated before his face, threatned to have 
him whipt, and then ſent to the gallies : upon which, the 
fruiterers, and the people that were there, pelted him with 
figgs and apples, and other fruit, till his face was ſwelled, 

his eyes almoſt out of his head: but Maſaniello not 
yet ſatisfied, took up a ſlone as big as he could well ma- 
nage, and throwing it at Anaclerio, hit him fuil in the 
breaſt. His militia of boys followed the example of their 
leader, and fell upon the elect with ſtones ; who with great 
difficulty breaking his way in a coach through the crowd, 
drove to the church of Carmine, where he found a 
felucca, and got ſafe to the palace, otherwiſe he had cer- 
tainly been tore to pieces, or ſtoned to death by the 


8. 
Upon this ſucceſs, and encouraged by theſe hopeſul 
beginnings, the rabble flocked together in great * 
as well in the market - place as in other quarters of the 
city: they now talked loudly, and without reſerve, of the 
oppreſſions they endured; ſting and publiſhing in 
every ſtrect, that they w be no more beaſts of bur- 
den to be rid by dominecring governors, who ſucked 
their very blood : and for taxes they would never pay a 
farthing more. But ſtill they pretended to be mighty 
loyal, for the general cry was, long live the king of 
Spain, but let the curſed government die,” The fury 
and violence of the populace fill encreafing, Maſanielio 
put himſelf at the head of them: he was followed by an 
infnite number of boys, and all forts of looſe people; 
ſome were armed with ſticks, others with pikes and ja- 
velins, and what came firſt to hand, all which they had 
plundered out of the tower of Carmine: and thus ſur- 
rounded with his ragged regiments, he heaped on the 
higheſt table among the fruiterers, and demanding ſilence 
he made this harangue: Rejoice, my dear companions 
and countrymen; give God thanks, and the moit gra- 
«« cious virgin of Carmine, that the hour of our redemp- 
tion, and the time of out deliverance draweth near: 
this poor fiſherman, bare-footed as can” + <= 
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% ther Moſes, who delivered the Iſraelites from the cruel 
rod of Pharaoh the Egyptian king, free, you from all 
taxes and impoſitions that were ever laid upon you. It 
was a fiſherman, I mean St. Peter, who reduced the 
city of Rome from the ſlavery of the devil to the 
* liberty of Chriſt; and the whole world followed that 
* deliverance, and obtained their freedom from the ſame 
bondage: now another fiſherman, one Maſaniello, I 
am the man, ſhall releaſe the city of Naples, and 
« with it a whole kingdom, from the cruel yoke of 
% tolls and taxes. Shake off, therefore, from this mo- 
ment the yoke ; be free, if you have but courage, 
from thoſe intollerable oppreſſions, under which you 
have hitherto groaned. To bring this glorious end 
* about, for myſelf, I don't value if I am torn to pieces, 
and dragged up and down the city of Naples through 
« all the kennels and gutters that belong to it. Let all 
the blood in my body ſpin chearfully out of theſe 
. * veins ; let this head dance from theſe ſhoulders by the 
« fatal ſtecl, and be perched up over this market-place 
% upon a pole to be gazed at, yet I ſhall die contented 
and glorious ; it will be triumph and honour ſufficient 
for me, to think that my blood and life were ſacrificed 
« in ſo worthy a caule, and that I became the Saviour 
* of my country.” : 

This marvellous piece of oratory was received by the 
people with univerſal applauſe as it dropped from his 
mouth ; they declared, they were ready to tollow where- 
ever he would lead them; they were mad to be put upon 
action; and as a teſtimony of their good affection to the 
cauſe, they immediately threw a lighted torch into the 
houſe that joined to the toll-houte for fruit, and 
were both in a few moments conſamed to the 
with all the books of accounts that belonged to the tax, 
ard many commodities that belonged to the tarmers of thy 
cuſtoms, that were there laid up. 

This action alarmed the whale city, the mob increaſed 
in every ſtreet, the citizeus ſhut up their ſhops, for fear of 
being plundercd ; and many of them joined in the riot, 
that they might lane a flare of the ſpoil. All things 
were in the utmoſt confuſion; the people divided * 
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felves into ſeveral companies, and bent their courſe to ſe- | 


veral quarters where the tax houſes lay ; theſe they attack- 
ed: the toll-houſes of fruit, of corn, fleſh, fiſh, ſalt, wine, 
oil, cheeſe, filk, of every thing that was either to be eaten 
or worn, were broke open, not one of them was ſpared ; 
they took out of them all the books of accounts and 
entries that belonged to the ſeveral taxes, and all the 
furniture, as well of the farmers as others, and every 
thing that was pledg'd or otherwiſe ; as fine hangings, 

great quantities of money, with other valuable 
and rich moveables, forms, tables, ſtools, all was thrown 
into a great fire made of ftraw for that purpoſe, and 
conſum'd to aſhes in the ſtreets. There is one thing re- 
markable, that in this confuſion, there was one 
Ari&t point of orders obferv'd, that in rifling thoſe houſes 
of the beſt of furniture, and great ſums of money, no man 
dared to lay his hand upon any thing for his own uſe, 
but all was dedicated to the fire, and deftroy'd utterly ; 
becauſe, they faid, © the wealth and furniture of the rich, 
* was om by ſqueezing the poor ; and therefore it 
* was the heart's blood of the people, and not to be ſpar- 
© ed upon any account, or for any purpoſe whatſoever. 

The mob all this while grew confident and audacious, 
having met with no oppoſition, they increaſed every hour, 
and ſoon made up the number of 10000 : ding upon 
their ſtrength, they boldly advanced to the palace 
af the viceroy, many of them inſolently carrying loaves 
of bread upon the top of their pikes, to fignify the dear- 
neſs of bread, upon account of the tax laid upon corn, a 
loaf not weighing above 22 ounces ; the cry {till con- 
tinuing, but with greater vehemence, Long-live the king 
* of Spain ; and let the curſed government periſh.” 

The poſſe of boys, conſiſting of about 5coo, marched 
in the van with Maſaniello at the head of them, and to 
make the cavalcade the more affecting, every one tied to 
the top of his cane a fort of flag of black cloth; and 

ing folemnly and dolefully along, they cried out in 
a moſt lamentable tone, Have compaſſton upon 
* thoſe poor ſouls ſuffering in purgatory, who being un- 
able any longer to endure the bagbarous exactions, and 


the inſuppœtabie weight of io Many grievances, are 
& ce 


defiance of the German and Spaniſh 
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* contriving to caſe and redreſs themſelves : O dear Bro- 
„ thers, join with us in this good deſign ! O dear fiſters, 
lend us your aſſiſtance, to promote fo juſt, ſo — R 
an undertaking, and fo profitable for the publi 
* good!” This pitiful complaint they whined as they 
went through the ſtreets, till coming to the priſon of St. 
James, they violently broke in, and ſetting the priſoners at 
liberty, they took them into preſent ſervice od * 
Being come to the palace, and placing elves un- 
der the window of the viceroy, they began to be rude and 
noiſy, and demanded poſitively, to be freed not only from 
the tax upon fruit, but from all other taxes whatever; 
eſpecially that laid upon corn. The viceroy, ſurpri 
with this attempt, ſhewed himſelf in the balcony, and com- 
plied with them ſo far as to aboliſh wholly the tax upon 
fruit, and part of the corn tax alſo : but this indulgence 
rather inraged than pacified the people: they cried out, 
they would not be relieved by halves, but the whole ſhouid 
be taken off; bawling out ſtill, Long live the king of 
Spain, but curſed be the government.” Then they 
preiſed hard upon the palace-gate, which they forced in 
guards: and a party 
of them attempting to go up ſtairs to ſpeak with the vice- 
roy himſelf, and give him a more particular account of 
their grievances, his excellency ſent poſitive orders to the 
uard not to oppoſe them, but ſuffer them to came up. 
ier 
becauſe it could with difficulty be heard; and the ſoldiers 
thought to make good their poſt againſt the e. But 
all reſiſtance was vain; for the mob forced all oppoſition; 


and with ſcarce any ching in their hands but canes and 
clubs, (a thing almoſt incredible) and with violent outcries, 
they ruſhed in, and imperioufly demanded audience of tho 
viceroy : but he was ſeaſonably got out of the way. They 
uſed the Spauiſh and German guards with great inſolence 
and contempt, and preſſed upon them ſo hard, that they 
were afraid of their lives ; and to ſecure themſelves, they 
abandoned their poſts, took to their heels, and made the 


beſt of their way to their quarters. ; 
N guard or 
defence : the gate was open, and the people _— 


ſolution taken, than advice was received that the ladies 
were fruſtrated ; hereupon the viceroy determined to take 
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The door of the great hall they found ſhut, but they ſoon 
broke it open without difficulty: but attempting to enter 
the chamber of audience, they fqund there a ſtrong guard 
of Dutch halberdeers, and a party of Spaniards, who 
made all poſſible reſiſtance : but the torrent was not to be 
ſtopped : the weight of the people bore down all : they 
ſeized the guard, and made them deliver their halberds, 
and other weapons; ſo that the coaſt being clcared, they 
abated of their violence, aud examined leiſurely one room 
after another till they came to the very laſt apartment in 
the palace, in which they found a cloſet, the door whereof 
was ſtrongly ſecured by large iron bolts ; this gave them 
Juſt reaſons to ſuſpect tha: the viceroy had ſecreted him- 
ſelf therein, upon which they immediately fell to work with 
the halberds they had taken from the viceroy's guard, 
and whatever elſe they could lay hold of, and beat the 
door to pieccs; but by the timely interpoſition of ſome 
gentlemen, tho? it was with great diffculey, the” viceroy 
was permitted to eſcape with his life. 
Hoewever, notwithſtanding they had for the preſent 
warded off the fatal blow, as they found Maſaniello's 
could not be long appealed, it was judged neceſſary 
to ſearch for ſome place of greater ſafety ; therefore 
the viccroy ard a few gentlemen who were along with 
him reſolved to fly into the caſile, where the dutcheſs 
of Arcos, with her children and ſeveral ladies of diſtinc- 
tion, had juſt before reticed ; but no ſooner was this re- 


had got the draw-bridge taken up, whereby their deſigns 


ſhelter in a neighbouring church, which was dedicated to 
St. Lewis, where there. was a friery of St. Franciſco de 
Paola ; but in the firſt place he took. an opportunity of 
looking out at a window, where he. 1 ſeen by 
the malccontents, who were at that, time aſſembled in 
great numbers about the palace, and. told them that he 
was willing to redreſs all their grievances; and as a teſli- 
mony of his ſincere intentions ſo to do, he diſperſed 
decrees for that purpoſe, ſigned with his own hand, to which 


| Was allo affixed the great fignet ; whereby the tax upon 
corn: 
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com : but this propoſal was rejected by the le withi 
indignation ; who raiſed a 9 — outcry, og 


ſigns to him at the window, infiſted that he ſhould come 
down, and treat perſonally with them. The viceroy be- 
ing afraid leſt they ſhould fire the houſe about his ears, re- 
ſolved to come down, and if poſſible, get into the church 
K Lewis, before the mob knew any thing of his 

ihe man ties, that party of the rabble that got in- 
to the palace, reſolved to ſtrip and gut every room of it, 
and accordingly they tore down the tapeſtry and the glaſ- 
ſes, and running from one room ic another with great 
fury, carried off all the tables, chairs, fkreens, and other 
moveables of value ; and throwing them out into the yard, 
they laid them in a heap, and ſet them on fire, and fo 
burnt them to aſhes. But yet (which was ſomewhat re- 


markable in the heighth of fuch popular diſtraction) they 
did not ſo much as attempt to enter the appartment of his 


eminence the cardinal Trivulcio, who lived in that palace, 
and was at home at the ſame time, under the greateſt * 
prehenſions of being mob'd to death. 


no great difficulty in the deſign : but he bad 
no ſooner * 8 but ſome of the mob 


— ws =o ſwords 
hdr, nd preg wo death, un- 
deans Yo hr meg He promiſed them, we 
may be ſure, under that diſtreſs, and perſuaded them mild- 
ly to lay down their arms and return home: but this gave 
them no manner of ſatisfaction: they would hearken tu 
nothing, unleſs he would come out of the coach and treat 
with them openly ; and then perhaps ſomewhat might de 
done towards 8 the troubles. His excellency was 
forced to coniply, and W 
villy, and with ſome reſpect. Some of them with great 
zeal and ſfubmiſhon kiffed his hands ; and others upon 
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their knees intreated him, Moſt excellent fir, for the 
love and paſſion of God, diſburden us of theſe heavy 
taxes, which prey upon our very heart's blood; let us 
« have no more flavery ; let us breath.” The viceroy 
anſwered with all imaginable condeſcenſion, and gave them 
his word that all taxes ſhould ceaſe from that moment. 
But tho* he was outwardly treated with tolerable regard, 
and in ſome fort ſuitably to his character; yet he did not 
think himſelf ſafe, fo long as he was ſurrounded with ſuch 
a confuſed and diſorderly multitude : therefore, to divert 
the people, he threw among them ſome hundred ſequins 
of gold, which he had provided for that ſe, in caſe 
of neceſſity. This project had the deſigned effect: for 
tho" many of them would not be blinded by the bait, and 
eric. &, that they did not want to be relieved by ſcatter- 
ing his money among them, but to be freed from ehe op- 
preſſion of taxes; yet, while the greateſt part of them 
were ſcrambling for the gold, his excellency got into his 
coach, which conveyed him ſafe to the ſanctuary of St. 
Lewis. And he was no ſooner got in but he immediately 
commanded all the doors of the church to be ſhut, as well 
as of the monaſtery that belonged to it. 

The people that were buſy about the money, at length 
gerceiving that the viceroy had ſlipped out of their hand>, 
were perfectly outragious, and reſolved inſtantly to pull 
down the monaſtery. They went thither in a body, and 
meeting with no oppoſition, they battered down the firſt 
great gate, and deſigned to ſerve the reſt in the ſame man- 
ner; ing violently to be releaſed from the taxes ; 

and infiſting, that his excellency ſhould deliver to them an 
daſtrument in writing under his hand and ſeal, that he would 
aboliſh their taxes, and confirm their privileges to them and 
their poſterity. The mob went on with their work in pul- 
__ the gates: and leſt the monaſtery ſhould be 
pulled down too, the viceroy conſidered how he ſhould put 
a ſtop to their outrages ; the doing of which would be 
difficult, their numbers increaſing every moment. At 
length he thought it prudence to open the window, and 
ipeak to them, which he did; uading them to give 
over ſuch violent methods, to diſperſe and go home, aſ- 
furing them, that there ſhould be no more taxes, but every 
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thing complied with to their ſatisfaction. Nevertheleſs, 
the people being jealous they ſhould be deluded, they took 
no manner of notice of the promiſes of the viceroy, but 
contmued to batter and pull down another gate, which 
was ſoon done; and ſo without more obſtruction, they 
immediately entered the monaſtery. 

Things being in this agitation, his eminence cardinal 
Filomarmo, archbiſhop of Naples, uſed all poſſible endea- 
vours to appeaſe the populace. This moſt reverend pre- 
late was always zealous and active in his paſtoral charge, 
and devoted all his labours to the ſervice of God and the 
good of his church : he was ſenſible what calamities uſual- 
ly attend ſuch diſorders, and that civil diſcord and ſedi- 
tion among the people, had contributed more to the ruin 
and deſolation of cities and kingdoms, than all the ſtrata- 
gems and hoſtile attempts of foreign and profeſſed ene- 
mies. And therefore, to prevent the miſeries of fire and 
ſword that muſt necefiarily enſue, he went in his coach to 
the monaſtery, and applied himſelf with great courteſy and 
condeſcention to the mob, intreating them, that they would 
deſiſt from ſuch violent and unjuſlifiable methods, and ſub- 
mit to have their grievances redreſſed in a legal way. 
They anſwered, but reſpectfully enough, that they could 
not be ſatisfied till the viceroy kad delivered to them the 
inſtrument they had demanded, which was to confirm a 
releaſe of all the taxes, eſpecially thoſe laid upon corn and 
fruit. His emineace replied, that he would be an advo 
cate for them, and cndeavour ꝙ obtain it: and fo going 
out of his coach, he went in perion through the thickeit 
of the people, who made way for him, till he came to 
another gate that was in immediate danger of being pul- 
led down by the mob. But as ſoon as they ſaw the 
archbiſhop, the heat of their rage was a little abated ; for 
they profeſſed the utmoſt reverence and veneration for 
him: however, they inſiſted upon a redrefs of their gri-y - 
ances, and that the taxes might be aboliſhed. Ihe arch- 
biſhop promiſed to uſe his intereſt, and engaged to bring 
them tue inftrument ſigned and ſcaled in the manner the 
deſired. But conſidering, that if he left the People, aud 
waited in perſon upon the viceroy, they might return to 
their former fury and diſtraction ; he thought it more pru 

92 genial 
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dential to ſend a meſſenger to his excellency, with an 
excuſe that he did not come himſelf ; and defiring, that he 
would ſend the inſtrument confirmed as it ſhould be, with 
all poſſible diſpatch. The charter was ſoon drawn up, 
ſigned, ſealed, and ſent to the archbiſhop, with a deſire at 
the ſame time, that he would deliver it with his own 
hands to the people. He immediately ſtepped into his 
coach, and holding the written inſtrument m his hand 
viſibly, that every one might ſee it, he drove awa 

without oppoſition, drawing the whole body of the mb 
after him all along Toledo-ſtreet ; every one preſſing to- 
wards the coach to be ſatisfied what it contained. The 
coach ſto in a convenient place, and the archbiſhop 
read out the charter to the people ; which was no ſooner 
. done, but cried out one and all, that they were 

** cheated impoſed upon; for, that inſtrument ſigni- 
< fied no moe, than that the tax fruit, and ſeven 
*« carlines upon wheat were taken off: but they inſiſted, 
** that moſt, if not all of the other taxes ſhould be aboliſhed; 
** eſpecially thoſe that were impoſed finct Charles 
The archbiſhop perceiving that no healing meaſures 
would be heard while the mob continued in that fer- 
ment, delivered the inſtrument to the head of the people, 
who was appointed for that purpoſe ; and then retired to 
his without oppoſition. 

The mob who followed the cardinal, finding they were 
cheated, haſted away to th great market-place, where a 
great multitude of their comrades were got together ; 
and, having given an account of the inſtrument, they came 
to a reſolution, * that it was hut ſatisfaction in ; that 
their grievances were ſtill unredreſſed; and therefore it 
« was neceſlary for the common defence of the faithful 
« people of Naples, (for this was the title by which they 
diſtinguiſhed elves) to form themſelves into regular 
„% bodies ; and to liſt a ſufficient number of men, to aſſiſt 
them in recovering their rights, and procuring them a 
total di from taxes. Then they broke up ; 
and a party of them, conſiſting of of men and 
boys, marched directly to the palace; and another com- 
pany took their way towards the monaſtery of St. Lewis, 


A refalved to force open the gates, which by this time 
were 
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were fortified againſt them. The firſt attack they made 
was upon that Part of the monaſtery where many lords 
and ladies, and perſons of the firſt quality had taken ſhel- 
ter: but they were vigorouſly repulſed by the Spaniſh 
guards; and particularly, a captain laid about him furi- 
ouſly with his ſword, and the ſoldiers fired upon them with 
their muſkets; which did execution among the rabble, 
many of whom were dead upon the ſpot. During this 
encounter, the ladies took the opportunity to retire, and to 
ſecure themſelves in the friars cells ; and the viceroy, by 
the aſſiſtance of the abbot of the convent, found an op- 
portunity to ſcale the walls, and got fafely to the mona- 
ttery of Jeſuits ; from whence he was ſoon removed by 
ſome of his Spaniards, who carried him in an old ſedan, 
and. lodged him in the caſtle of St. Elmo. 

It was ſoon rumoured abroad, that the viceroy had 
made his eſcape out of the monaſtery, which put a ſtop 
to any further outrage upon that : For, the rabble 
drew off together, and marched directly to the palace, 
which they reſolved to poſſeſs themſelves of by diſarming 
the Spaniards that kept the guard: but they compounded. 
by delivering to the rabble their drums and half-pikes ; anc 
their ſwords and muſkets they were allowed to keep. In 
this diſtraction they left the palace, and diſperſed them- 
ſelves to all quarters of the city, where any of the Spaniih 
guards were ſet; whom they immediately attacked, and 
took away their arms. Then they marched into the 
ſuburb of Chiagia, to the palace of don T'iberio de Ga 
raffa, prince of Biſignano, who was field-maſter, and co- 
lonel-geneal of the battalion of Naples. This nobleman, 
by his afﬀfability and good qualities, had reconpmended 
himſelf to the affection of the people, who perfectly 
adored him, and in this exigency depended much upon 
his protection and. advice. They addrefied him with 
great reſpect and ſubmiſſion, and intreated him © to be 
their defender, and intercede for them with the vicezoy , 
that the cruel oppreſſion of the taxes might be taken of, 
and their privileges be confirmed to them, a> they were 
++ eſtabliſhed by Charles V.” 

But before the prince of Biſignano could ſend hi; a 
ſwer to the people, a great: number of men ran furiouſly 
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to the toll-houſe, where they exacted tlie tax upon fruit 
at Chiagia, and immediately ſet fire to the houſe, and 
burnt it down to the ground, with all the books of ac- 
counts and entries, furniture and goods that were in it. 
The mob ſtill increaſed by continual ſupplies: the ſuburbs 
were filled with the confuſed multitude of people : and 
the heads of them obſerving their numbers, divided them 
into twe ſquadrons, or rather into two armies. By this 
time, the prince of Biſignano came out among them on 
horſeback. A company of the leſſer boys drew up in a 
circle about him, and cried, © no impoſitions, no taxes.” 
He defired them © to obſerve ſome order, and not ruin 
« themſelves and the city of Naples by ſuch violent pro- 
«* ceedings; for nothing could be done in ſuch heat and 
« diſtrattion : and, as for the taxes, he promiſed they 
« ſhould ſoon be taken off.” But the people, not at al! 


ſatisfied, kept up the cry, and conducting the prince by 
the 


palace and the caſtle, and the molt popular ſtreets of 

the city, they brought him at laſt to the great market- 
place. Here were got together above 50,000 of the 
rabble, all uniting in a general outcry, © down with the 
taxes, down with the taxes. The prince was aſtoniſh- 
ed at the fury of the multitude, and coucluded it impot- 
fible to appeaſe them; he ſpoke to them in the moi: 
obliging terms, and aſſured them of his inclinations to ſerve 
them: but all to no purpoſe, till at laſt he conſidered that 
religion might poſſibly make impreſſion upon their minds ; 
and the church os the lady of Carmine being convenient- 
ly at hand, he led them thither ; and placing himſelf upon 
an eminence, from whence he might be — with a 
crucifix in his hands, he intreated them in the moſt ſolemn 
manner: he prayed, exhorted and conjured them, by 
* the paſſion and love of God, and for the ſake of the 
*« blefled virgin his neſs, that they would give over 
* thetr rage, and ſuffer their affalss to be ſettled in a regu- 
* Jar way: he promiſed them, and gave his oath for it, 
that he would intercede for them to the vicerov, and 
obtain a redreſs of their grievances to their full ſatis- 
faction. But the people, ever jealous of their privi- 
leges, cried out, that words and promiſes were but 
« wind ; and that they would never ciſperſs, and let the 
47 power 
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6s = ſlip out of their hands, till the taxes were abo- 
« liſhed, and they were eſtabliſned in their liberties.” 
The prince perceiving their fury was not to be oppoſed, 
led them out of church again into the market-place ; and 
continued with them, hoping that an opportunity might 
offer when they would hearken to reaſon: and he a 
applied to them for that purpoſe, and aſſured them, that 
* he would make their cauſe his own, which he would 
never give up, till the peace and privileges of the city 
«« were ſettled upon tte foot they deſired.” But though 


they behaved to him with outward reipect ; yet they were 


in too great a ferment, to tubſide and grow cool by per- 
tuaſions only. 


The multitude encreaſed every moment; and frech re- 


cCruits flocked in from all corners of the city. This ad- 


ditional ſtrength made them more outragious ; and ſo they 
marched in a great body, to the prituns of Santa Maria 
d' Agnone, and of Santa Archanyelo ; which they reſolved 
to force and break open. The keepers, atiuted by a com- 
pany of g, ards, attempted to reſiſt; but they were ſoon 
bore down, and with much ado got off with their lives. 
The gates fiew open, which they immediately unhinged, 
and threw into the ftreet ; which was followed by a gene- 
ral goal delivery; and all the priſoners were ſet at hber- 
ty. Then they fell ro ſtripping the rooms and rifling 
whatever came to their hands; and finding the records 
and court-books, which contamed the proceedings againſt 
the priſoners, they tore them in pieces, and made a hre 
of them, in which they were burut to aſhes. In the tame 
manner they ſerved the priſons that belonged to the ma- 


nufactures of wool and filk ; aud notwithſtanding the reve- 


xence they profeſſed to the perſon of the archbiſhop, yet 
they broke open the priſon that was lus peculiar ; burnt 


the journals of the court, and the priſoners were let out. 


They next directed their courſe to the prituns of the Nun- 
Catura and of the Vicaria, which they determined to force 


as they had done the reſt : but ſome of them were againſt 


this violence; for they inſiſted. That they were royal 
priſons, and formerly had been palaces of their kings; 
and therefore were to be treated with more reſpect. 
But this argument was rejected by the major part of the 


- 
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rabble, whoattack'd the gates with their uſual fury. The 
keepers and warders within, were prepared to receive 
them ; for they expected to receive a viſit from them, 
and fo a ſharp encounter followed. But at laſt, with 
much perſuaſion, the prince of Biſignano, whom they thus 
obliged to go along with them, put an end to the en- 
counter; for he told them, that the priſoners within. 

were none but foreigners, murderers, and thieves ; and 
to give liberty to ſuch villains was to looſe a pack of 
« wolves, who would ſoon return to their old trade of 
<* robbing and cutting of throats.” 

Their next attempt was dreadful indeed; for they ſe: 
no bounds to their fury. They ſteered away from theſe 
priſons which happened to eſcape, towards the Dogan, 
or toll-houſe for corn; and (which was really terrible to 
dchold) they carried faggots upon their backs, and fire 
and pitch in their hands, and forcing open the gates they 


made of xx and ſet all on fire. Ihe building was ſoon 


conſumed ; but they would not ſtir off the _ till every 
9 was reduced to aſhes. 

| nce of Biſignano was aſtoniſhed at their rage, 
and uſed an poſſible =P revent this miſchief. But no- 
thing could appeaſe the s of the cnraged populace ; 
and all the arguments he could uſe, rather encreaſed 
than abated the diſtraction. This exploit concluded in 
the deſtruction of vaſt quantities of corn that was there 
laid up; great ſums of money that belonged to the oth- 
cers of the toll-houſe ; and all the furniture and houſhold- 
goods, which promiſcuou fly perifhcd in the flames. 

Having glutted themſelves with this horrid ſpectacle, 
they drew off, and went up to the piazza of St. Lau- 
rence's church. Hither the prince of Biſignano followed 
them, and tho* he could promiſe himſelf no great ſucceſs, 
yet he continued to uſe his endeavours to reſtore peace to 
the city ; but the torrent was too ſtrong to be oppoted ; 
all periuaſion was to no purpoſe, being loſt and confound - 
ed by the noiſe of the multitude ; whote fpirits were too 
much enflamed to be argued into temper. They attempt- 
ed to enter the church and by that means get into the 
cloyſters, which was the way leading to the ſteeple, where 
the gen bell bang: but they met with a ſtrong mm 
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by ſome banditi within, who had fled there for ſanctuary: 
two of them however fell a ſacrifice to the people's rage, 
and were killed upon the ſpot. 

The more ſober part of the populace by this time be- 
gan to dread the event, and to be in pain for the conſe - 
quences which might follow ; for they had no great 
advantage at this time : however there were ſome incen- 
diaries amongſt them, who ſtill kept up their ſpirits, and 
added fuel to the flames. Amongſt theſe was a certain 
Sicilian, who ſeemed to be rather a devil in human ſhape + 
than a man; and dealt about him as if he bad been poſ- 
ſeſs'd by all the furies of hell. It is almoſt incredible, 
with what deſperate fury this fellow behaved : he was 
foremoſt in all danger; and was tearing and pulling 
down with the flames raging about his ears : he was 
the head of the rabble; would lead them to action; and 
if they diſcover'd any figns of fear, he would upbraid 
them with cowardice, and call them a pack of poor ſpirited 
wretches, that did not deſerve the priviledges they were 
contending for: and with ſuch fort of ſpeeches he inflam'd 
their ſpirits, and gave them no time to cool. But the jul- 
tice of heaven mark'd him out for deſtruftion ; for he was 
mot dead from the tower of St. Laurence, by a muſkct- 
ball which took him full in the forehead. 

The prince of Biſignano was by this time quite tired 
with the fatigue he had undergone : he had been many 
hours on horſeback, and the weather being exceſſive hot 
he was ready to faint ; being a perſon of a very tender 
eonſtitution, not able to endure hardſhip, and was almoſt 
ſuffocated by the multitude of people that was continually 
tnronging about him. All attempts to peace and accom - 
modation he found were ineffeQtual ; and therefore he re- 
ſolved to diſengage himſelf from the tumult as ſoon as be 
could : but this was not to be done abruptly ; and there- 
fore, addreſſing hamſelf to the rabble, who began to be 
tired after thew day's work, he perſuaded them to ſcpa- 
rate into partie · and take up their quarters that night in ſe- 
veral parts of the city; fo that on the morrow, they might 
eaſily come to the common rendezyous, and they ſhould 
find him ready to obey their commands; but infiſted, that 
they mould commit no hoftilities, and burn no more 
__ News. V. F. huutes 
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houſes till the morning. The le thought the propoſal 
reaſonable ; and while they „ themſelves into 
companies, the prince conveyed himſelf out of the crowd 
and got off ſafely. He retired to the houſe of a near re- 
lation, where, having ſtayed a ſhort time to refreſh him- 
ſelf, towards the cloſe of the evening he was carried in a 
ſedan into Caſtelnovo, and bleſſed God, that he had 
eſcaped with life, out of the hands of a diſtracted and im- 


placable 

But * found what the prince intended by 
dividirg them; and concluding, that their ſafety lay in 
keeping , — again; and perhaps had 
they found the prince, his life might have been in danger : 
but „ he was gone; and the people perceiv- 
! y to head them, cried out one and all 
for Maſanicllo, who firſt ſet on foot the recovery of their 


: and after 


of his own inabili- 

he told them, © they 

** ſhould find him no paltroon; fer all the blood in his 
: — . 


« body was at their ſervice, and he would either put an 
end to their grievances, by aboliſhing thoſe curſed 
taxes; or he would die in the attempt. This decla- 
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city, and were in great repute in pope Clement VII's time. 
From two of theſe, that of St. Paul, and of the holy 
Apoſtles, went out of each, a hundred of the religious. 
One company paſſed through Toledo-ſtreet, and ſo march- 
ed on before St. Lewis's church, where it's ſaid the moſt 
pure milk of tlie bleſſed virgin is kept: and the other 
took their courſe thro other of the city, that were 
the moſt populous ; till they came to the great market- 
place. Here they praycd, and ſpoke to the people ; from 


whence they went to the church of the lady of Carmine; 


and having there offered their devotions., in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner, they returned home ; it being by by this 
time dark night. The pious deſigns, and holy ſervices of 
theſe religious were gratefully acknowledged by the vice- 
roy ; who thought it became him, to give a full account 


of the proceſſion to the Conte dr — that was then 
catholick ambaſſador in the court of Rome 


The viceroy, and the whole body of the nobility, were 
confounded at theſe proceedings of r'ze rabble ; knew 


not what courſe to take, nor what means to uſe to bring 


them to temper. Their numbers continually increaſed : 
and to prevent any deſign they might have, of entering 
the church of St. Laurence, and ſeizing upon many va- 
luable things that were _ lodged, belonged to the 
citizens; and eſpecially leſt they ſhould ighteen 
pieces of orduance, 2. a proviſion of famall — that 
were kept in the tower of the church, they ſet a 

upon the church, and cloyſter belonging to it; 2 
ofs i and others that were the beſt ſoldiers they 
had. For his excellency judged rightly, that if the rab- 
ws gt of the ſteeple, they would have the 
co of the great. bell, that was never rung but 
in caſes of ſudden di * „er knew by chat 


ſignal, that they muſt betake ves ta arms, for the 


city was in the utmoſt diſtreſs. 
s excellency thinking himſelf no longer ſafe in the 
caſtle of St. Elmo, removed from thence about 2 o'clock 


in the ing to Caſtelnovo, which joins to the royal pa- 
lace by bel e chat paſſes between them. His eminence 


che cardinal Trivultio, with many officers and ſtout cava- 
.bers accompanied him: and for his ſecurity, he had a good 
a E 2 ody 
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body of Spaniſh ſoldiers for a guard. It was thought by 
wiſe men, that the viceroy might have eaſily ſuppreſſed 
the tumults, had he crufhed them in the beginning, before 
they got to ſuch a head; and even now, had he exerted 
his authority, and put himſelf at the head of the king's 
troops, the rioters after the firſt onſet, would have ſur- 
rendered, and laid down their arms. But, inſtead of pro- 
eeeding by theſe meaſures, which he judged were too vi- 
olent, he took a milder courſe, and thought to win upon 
them, by acts of kindneſs and popularity: and therefore, 
in the room of falling upon them in an hoſtile way, he 
contrived to ſupply the populace with bread, which now 
to be ſcatee and dear; and iſſued out orders to be 

liſhed that night, that on the morrow-morning, a 

of bread ſhould weigh 33 ounces and four grains ; 
whereas before, it ſcarce weigh'd 22 ounces ; and that 
the tax upon fruit ſhould be utterly aboliſhed, and never 
be exacted any more. However, for his better defence, 


But this did not abate the fury of the people in the leaſt 


And for that purpoſe, they cauſed the great bell of our 
lad rung out thrice that very night, io 
call the ; ed the ſunumons : 
for they flocked together in multit from all part.; 
and dividing themſelves into companies, they marched in- 
to ſeveral quarters of the city. Some went out, with a 
deſign to ſet fire to all the toll-houſes in Naples, where 
and to cauſe greater terror, they 
carried torches in their hands, and had drums beating 
before them: others ſtaid behind, to provide arms aud 
ammunition for the ſervice of the following day ; and for 
that e, plundered all the ſhops of the gun- 
fmiths, {word 7 other tradeſmen; and got to- 
gether 2 quantity of ſwords, muſkets, bullets, 

I others broke into the houſes of the 
merchants ; and violently took away the arms they kept 
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threatening to complain to the viceroy, but raſhly diſ- 
charging a mortar- piece out of the window, whereby one 
of them was killed; the people were ſo bitterly en- 
raged that they immediately clapp'd fire to the houſe, 
wherein were many barrels of gun-powder, which blew 
up the houic into the air: this made a dreadful ſhock, 
and ſtruck a terror thro' the whole city. Eighty-ſeven 
perſons were blown up, and furty-four were miſerably 
wounded. I ne viceroy was alarm'd at theſe 
and to prevent fuch barbarities for the future, he gave 
politive orders, That all the powder that was lodged 
„% any where in the city ſhould be thoroughly wetted. 
On the other hand, the people behaved with an unperious 
authority along the ſtreets ; and began to range themſelves 
under ſome order and diſcipline : they reſolved to have a 
regular army ready for their defence, and applied them- 
ſelves vigorouſly it. preparing for the buſineſs of the fol- 
lowing day. 


Fuly 8. The preparations made by the rabble the 
night before, were fore-runners of great miſchief and 
confuſion on the morrow. Their vigilance and induſtry 
were equal to their fury and reſentment: they took care 
to be ſufficiently guarded againſt any ſurprize, by keep- 
ing together in great bodies all the night, and ſetting 
watches in the ſuſpected places of the city. Before it was 
clear day, Maſaniello appeared in the great market-place ; 
and taking __ the arms and ammunition that 
was got together, and computing how many regular troops 
could be furniſhed with them, he divided the rabble into 
regiments and companies, and diſtributed the arms among 
them. The flower of the Neapolitan youth liſted volun- 
tarily into the ſervice, and were eager to be led on to 
action. And to ſay the truth, Maſaniello with uncommon 
dexterity and popular oratory, had form'd them fo 
to his purpoſe, that by a motion of his hand, they wonld 
have cut the throats of ali the nobility, and ſet every 
houſe in the city on fire. Nothing was to be heard in 
the ſtreets, but the noiſe of drums and trumpets, and 
the claſhing of armour : the colours were alſo diſplay'd, 


and now it no longer appeared to be a dilorderly tabble - 


rout, 


* ſecured: they vow'd 
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rout, but a formidable and well ordered army, abſolutely 
at the command of their general, and furiouſly animated 
with brutiſh zeal and barbarity, being compleatly fur- 
niſhed with all the principles and inſtruments of death and 
cruelty. The ſoldiers march'd with their drawn ſwords, 
their muſkets and arquebuſes cock'd, and arm'd likewiſe 
with lances and targets. And what was more ſurprizing, 
and improved the wc 7 ty wh of the government, the 
country people thronged into the town in multitudes, 
breathing nothing but — — 
down from all the villages about Naples, armed with 


plough-ſhares, pitch - forks, _ pikes and other imple- 
elves into 


ments; and — them ſome order, they 


maxed themſelves 


iron tongs, ſpits, and other family-inſtruments ; proteſt- 
ing, © that they would loſe their blood in the common 
„ cauſe, and would never ſubmit, till their liberties were 
they would burn the city, and 
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Theſe, and the like, were the outcries that were cla- 
mour'd from the mouths of the populace, and rung horri- 
bly thro” all the ſtreets of Naples. No man thought 
hunſelf ſafe, either in his life or property. The nobility 
and gentry were alike in the utmoſt conſternation. Some 
of them retired to the country, leſt their wives and daugh- 
ters ſhould be raviſhed ; and conveyed away their moſt va- 
luable effects, to prevent their being plundered A gene- 
ral fear and amazement ſcized the moſt ſober part of 
the citizens; who ſenſible of the fury of an inraged po- 
pulace, ſhut up their ſhops; and were forced to applaud 
the riotous proceedings of the multitude, to ſecure their 
goods and houſes from fire, All buſineſs and publick 
offices were at a ſtand. The arts and ſciences languiſhed : 
books were neglected : ſtudies abandoned: the bar was 
ſolitary: the ecclefiaſticks ſung Lachrymæe: the law was 
ſuſpended : patronages were deſpiſed: advocates were 
dumb: the judges diſappeared, and the courts of juſtice 
were ſhut up. The arſenals only were open: magazines 
and ſtore-houſes were rifled by the rabble; and the whole 
city was inflamed with martial fury. Nothing was to be 
heard in the ſtreets but the rattling of a:mour, and ſcour- 
ing and furbiſhing of old muſkets, pikes, and ruſty ſwords ; 
every one encouraging his tellow to ſtand to it luſtily, and 
. threatening the execution of fire and ſword againſt all 

oppolers. 

But the principal rendezvous of the people was about 
the great market-place, Lavinaro, and Porta Notala. 
Here they drew up in military order, and formed them- 
ſelves into diſtin bodies, with proper officers at the head 
of them ; and (which was terrible to behold) there were 
perſons diſpoſed between the ranks, with lighted match 
and flaming torches. Maſaniello was generaliſſimo; and 
he applied himſelf with ſingular judgment to provide for 
all events; to animate the people with courage, and in- 
timidate his enemies. He ſent poſitive order; to the thirty 
fix precincts of the city, * to arm inſtantly for the common 
defence, under the ſevere penalty of firing their houſes 
about their ears; which was punctually executed: and 
by this means, a great multitude repaired to hi compleat- 

ly armed ; (chick added to his ſtrength) and joined in the 

common 
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common rage againſt the government, His care was now 
to ſecure ammunition ; and hearing of a ſhop-keeper, who 
had by him a quantity of gun-powder, he civily ſent to 
him to buy it; and the meiſenger carried ready money in 
his hand: but the man refuſing to ſell it, unleſs he had 
the viceroy's authority, Matamello detached a 
from the main body to fire the houte. They immediately 
threw lighted matches in at the windows, which falling a- 
mong the: powder, the houſe, with 60 people that were 
within,. flew up into the air: {fo many were deſtroyed, for 
their bodies were numbered afterwards, the mob not 
ſuffering them tobe buricd for a long time. Dreadtul 
was the ſhock : it made a ſort of an earthquake all about 
It ; and the crack was as loud, as when the great galcon 
was blown up a few weeks before, in the port of Naples. 
The loſs of this powder made the rabble quite furious ; 
and in a great body, they marched to tac king's maga- 
zine, that was without the city, towards Cap de Chino; 
with a deſign to ſeize it it for their own uſe, or blow it 
up. When they came, they forced open the doors ; but 
to their great diſappointment, it had been all wetted be- 
fore, and would not take fire. This was done by order 
of the viceroy, by way of prevention, which raiſed the 
ſpirits of the people, to the utmoſt fury and diſtraction. 
The viceroy in the midſt of theſe tumults, took the 
moſt proper precautions for his own defence and ſecuri- 
ty, and provided for the worſt : and therefore not depend- 
ing upon the ſtrength of Cattelnovo, and a ſtrong guard of 
Spaniards that he took with him ; he found means to in- 
troduce within the gates, a reinforcement of 800 Spaniards 
more, 1000 Germans, and 1000 Italians. He ſet a guard 
in the ſtreet of Franciſco Xaverio, to the number ot 400 
men. He likewiſe ſecured Pizzafalcone, which lies above 
the palace, and all the adjacent ſtreets with good fortih- 
cations; making ramparts of faggots, and digging another 
trench round about the old and new palace; ſo that 
it was impoſſible for the rabble to make any attack gn- 
that quarter. His excellency commanded a great pied 
of ordnance to be planted at the end of every ſtreet, to- 
wargs the Santo Spirito, the houſes of the father Domini» 
cans and the father Minims: another he placed GO 
. — 


MASANTELLO. 40 
aſtent of Santa Lucia; and two before the great gate, to- 
wards the middle of the new palace. Theſe and other 
cautious meaſures were of great uſe, in ſecuring the ſtreets; 
and ſerved to repel the rabble, when their fury urged them 
to make an attempt upon the caſtle. 

Maſaniello was no leſs induſtrious in managing the 
E and providing againſt danger and extremities. He 
his ſpies in all quarters of the city, and the neigh- 

bouring villages ; and being informed by his ſcouts, 
a new regiment of 'Germans were coming from Pozzolo 

to Naples, by order of the viceroy, he detached a 
body, well armed, to oppoſe their march : they met them 
upon the road, and fired briſkly upon them. The Ger- 
mans were ſo ſurprized at this unexpected attack, that they 
made but a faint reſiſtance: and ſome of their men being 
killed, and finding they were overpowered by numbers. 
they ſurrendered and laid down their arms. Every man 
of them was bound; and they were led as priſoners of 
war into the city. His excellency had ſent for two com- 
p_ of Italians for the ſame ptrpoſe ; but nothing could 
ir without the knowladge of Maſaniello, who gave or- 
ders to fire upon them, if they made reſiſtanee. I bey 
ſurrendered upon the firſt ſummons, and were bound; but 
conſidering better of the matter, they offered their ſervice 
for the defence of the city; and fo they were releaſed and 
armed, and incorporated among the other troops. The 
Germans had ſoon their liberty given them, by order of 
the general; who with an air of ſcorn and inſolence ſent 
them to the viceroy, loaded with bread, freſh and alt 
meats, cheeſe, wine, and other provihons. And they 
went dancing along the ſtreets, with meat in their hands, 
and bottles at their mouths; to the great merriment and 

drverſion of the people. | 

It happened this morning that ſome of the rabble at- 

. tempting to force the Spaniſh guard, were beaten back ; 
and two ordmary fellows of their company. were ſeized 
and made priſoners. News of this was ſoon carried to 
to the main body; and a detachment ſent to demand the 


bners, and upon refuſal to fire, and give no quarter. 

eE priſoners however were not immediately delvered, 
winch ſo incenſed the people, that they fired deſperately 
Nun. VI. F c upon 
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u the guard, and did great execution, and many of 
— being killed on the ſpot, t RN hs if 
their comrades were not inſtantly uced, ſafe and with- 
out hurt, they would flice every Spaniard in Naples to 
ſhreds, and there ſhould not be a man of them by night 
left alive. To prevent their executing barbarities, and 
fearing they would be as good as their word, the viceroy 
was — — to comply, and the priſoners were ſent out 

The were mightily pleaſed with the weight of 
bread, which was increaſed conſiderably that morning. 
For a loaf of bread before, was very little above twenty- 
two ounces; but it now weighed eleven ounces more; in 
all thirty three. Upon this occaſion, the women and 
children ran out into the ſtreets, leaping and dancing with 
loaves in their hands, and crying out, Long live the 
king of Spain: God fave the moſt faithful people of 
* Naples; but the cruel government would ſtarve us 
« with famine ; down with it; down with it; down with 
* the taxes.” It was thought, that this alteration in the 
weight of bread would have produced good effects; but 
the martial fury of the rabble was ſo fomented by the Ha- 
ran and violence of their leaders, that they breathed 
ing but fire and delolation, and ſeemed determined 
that the tumults ſhould not end, but in the deſtruction 
of the city. 


The viceroy, as was before obſcrved, had fortified him- * 


ſelf in Caſtelnovo; and having with him ſome Lords of 
the collateral council, and others of the principal nobility , 
and of the council of ſtate, he adviſed with them what 
was proper to be done, to put a ſtop to the commotions. 
Many and various were the debates upon the ſubjects. 
Some were for making a ſally out of Caſtelnovo, with a 


rong body of guards; which might poſſibly diſperſe the 
Uciplined rabble ; or at leaſt, would ſhew the reſolu- 
tion of the government; that they determined to repel 
—_— But his excellency ſeeming tender of the 
lives of the people, could not be perſuaded into theſe Mea- 
fures ; but tried gentler methods, by ſending a ſoft and 
condeſcending letter to Maſaniello ; wherein he abſolutely 
granted What was demanded the day before, that the 


taxes 


* 
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te taxes ſhould be taken off, and the people eſtabliſhed in 
* their privileges.” But the haughty general grew im- 
perious upon this condeſcention ; and raiſing higher in his 
demands, declared, that he weld be with no- 
thing leſs than a reſtitution of the — granted by 
* king Fardinand, and Charles V. lorious memory ; 

«© whoſeſtatute he had over his door; <= the viceroy, 
©© the collateral council, the council of ſtate, and the no- 
e bility, ſhould by a publick inſtrument, oblige themſelves 
their ſucceſiors and poſterity, to maintain inviolably the 
* old charter of privileges, and never hereafter to in- 
„ croach u the liberties of it >” he inſiſted further, 

* that the clerk of the „ gone Gang we Bd the 
„ nomination of the people : that they ſhould chuſe a 
Populi, or head o the people, without any inter- 

poſition of the viceroy ; and he ſhould be — wn 
66 — according to the antient practice, when the 

« of Salermo injoyed that office : os the cates 
44 of this 1 _— no taxes or impoſitions ſhould 
< be laid: if they were, ple might lawfully refute 
% to pay, without qu! ns imputation and penal- 

« ty of rebellion.” excellency and the council 
thought theſe articles were unconſcionable, and injurious 
to the authority and prerogative of the 232 

However, he concealed his reſentments, and ſeeming to 
deny nothing, he promiſed by the conſent of the council 
of ſtate, that all taxes ſhould be aboliſhed, and no more 
impoſed without the approbation of their tribune ; and that 
all they expected, ſhould be granted, if they would but 
lay down their arms, and peaceably enter upon a treaty of 
ſettlement and accommodation. 

But the rabble were not to be cajoled, and reſolved to 
treat with ſword in hand: they — of being de- 
luded and cheated out of their liberties : now or never, 
they thought was the time to inſiſt upon their 2 
now they had humbled the pride, as they called it, ot 
viceroy and the miniſtry, and brought ff to lue for 
peace. His excellency obſerving this diſpoſition in the 
people, and fearing they would grow in love with this loofe 
way of living, judged it expedicnt to apply himſelf to the 
duke of ni, a favourite of the people's, who was a 

F2 priſoner 
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priſoner in Caſtelnovo, where he had been committed up - 
on ſuſpicion of having cauſed the admiral's ſhip of Naples 
to be burnt, which was bound for Spain, and laden with 
money for the uſe of his Catholick Majeſty. Him the 
viceroy ſent for, and told him with a ſmiling aſpect, < that 
% he was convinced of his innocence, — therefore gave 
« him his liberty, which he doubted not, but he would 
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agreement, they ingaged to ſee the con- 
executed at the hazard of their own lives. 


his followers were ſomewhat ſoftned 
tions: they ſaid,” they defired no 
privileges granted to the city of 
king Ferdinand, ſhould be made 

I erwards confirmed by Charles V. 
orious memory ; who, by oath had promiſed to 
» his faithful city, upon his inveſtiture in the kingdom by 
«« pope Clement VII. that no new taxes or — 
N ate peagls, or ho fhggon * 
* by himſelf, or his ſucceſſors, without the conſent of the 
% Apoſtolick See: if they were impoſed with that authori- 
* ty, they were to be obeyed : otherwiſe, the 2 
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« the had the liberty to refuſe the payment. 
6 They mage if they pleaſed, raiſe one and all with ſword 
« in hand, in defence of their charter, without the impu- 
tation of rebellion or irreverence to the prince who go- 
«« verned them. Now, ſince all taxes, a very few of ſmall 
« conſequence excepted, have been impoſed without the 
«« conſent of his holineſs, it was but juſt that they ſhould be 
immediately taken off, being in themſelves void and of 
* no effect; endo: the ſhould have the 
of the ſaid charter, delivered into their hands, 
<« was preſerved in the archives of St. Laurence's church.” 
Theſe were their demands, and they would die rather 
than recede from them. The lords promiſed to uſe their 
beſt endeavours with the viceroy ; and with great courte- 
ſy, took their leave of the people. They returned to 
Caſtelnovo, and his excellency inſtantly called a council 
to adviſe, what was proper to be done in this extremi- 
ty, and what anſwer was to be returned to the rabble, who 
ſill grew more violent, and threatned to ſet fire to every 
quarter of the city. 3 

In the mean time, iſhop, according to his ac- 
cuitomed vigilance, and paternal zeal to the ſpiritual peace 
and temporal happineſs of the people under a 

iving that it was wholly in vain to apply to the rab- 

ble, addrefled himſelf, with devotion to God, and 
implored his Almighty aid, for compoſing the diſorders, 
and ſetting bounds to the fury and madneſs of the populace. 
His * loyalty to the Catholick King, as well as the 
principles of 5 put him upon all poſſible expedients 
to appeaſe theſe diſorders; and for that end, he ſummoned 
all hs apt mig pe meg expoſe the hoſt in the 
churches, and to ſupplicate the divine affiftance ; which 
was done with great ſolemnity. The — Wei blood, 
and the iacred head of St. Gennarro, the glorious protec- 
tor of Naples, were likewiſe expoſed ; and all orders went 
in ſolemn proceſſion up and down the city, followed by 
multitudes gs por and conditions; who indeed, for 
the preſent, ſeemed to ſhew great reſpect to the fathers, 
and the devotional part of the ſervice, bat abated little ot 


their violence, when the proceſſion was over, and the monk. 
and friars were returned to their cells. . 


4 
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It was ſaid before, that the original charter was preſerv- 
ed in the archives of St. Laurence. The prior of Rocel- 
la, a reverend and learned eccleſiaſtick, was deputed by 
the people to ſearch for it. He appeared among the rab- 
ble on horſeback ; and having been with the viceroy ſome 
tume before, had prevailed to have a proclamation written 
in letters of gold, by which all the taxes were taken off. 
With this inſtrument in his hand, he rode up. and down the 
fireets ; publiſhing, that his exce the viceroy had 
« done them the grace, in the name of his Catholick Ma- 
« jeſty, to put an end to the taxes.” This news was at 
firſt received by the people with loud acclamations ; and 
the prior was ſurrounded with an infinite number of boys, 
wno leaped and danced about him, crying, © long live the 
king of Spain, who has aboliſhed the taxes. In this 
manner they conducted him to the market-place, and they 
almoſt bore his horſe from the ground. But their note 
was ſoon changed, for the prior conceiving it to be difficult 
to find the charter, and aſtoniſhed withal at the inſolence 
of the multitude, conveyed himſelf unaccountably out of 
the crowd, under a pretence of retiring for neceflary-rea- 
ſons, and betook himſelf for ſanctuary, to the church 
of the Holy Apoſtles. The people waited ſometime for 


pended.very much apon the wiſdom and integrity 
churchman, who was a man of great humanity and conde- 
ſcenſion, and of powerful intereſt with the viceroy. But 


into the archives of St. Laurence, and out a kind 
of inſtrument wrote on a 's f in, dor parchment, which 
he declared to be the original charter of Charles V. and 


this fraud he thought juſtifiable, having no other deſign, 
than by all poſſible devices, to put an end to the commo- 
tions: but the jealous populace ſuſpecting ſome colluſion, 
delivered it to ſome gentlemen of the long robe to be 

The council were obliged to tell the truth, for 
fear of their lives; and therefore declared the inſtrument 
to be à counterfeit ; upon which the rabble were fo in 


cenſed, 
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cenſed, that had not the prior inſtantly fled to refuge, he 
had been torn to pieces, and had met with the ſame fate 
that happened ſome hours before, to the prince of Monte 
Sarchio, who innocently paſſing through the mob, was 
cruelly uſed and murdered. This latter, ſeems to carry 
more probability with it than the former. 

By this time, the duke of Mataloni returned from the 
caſtle; followed by great multitudes, who were rather 
guards than attendants, and conducted him into the great 
market-place. This was the general rendezvous, where 
the heads of the rabble took up their quarters; and from 
hence, they ſent diſpatches to all parts of the city. This 
nobleman, it ſeems, had found in the caſtle, an authen- 
tick copy of the original charter; and convincing the 
viceroy, that it would be uſeful for him to carry it out, 
he held it waving in his hand, and told the people, he 
had found the charter of their privileges. The duke had 
been informed with what had happened juſt before, to the 
prior of Rocella ; and therefore, not daring to ſay it was 
the original, © he declared from his knowledge, that it 
« was a faithful and true copy, and that they ſhould ſoon 
*« have the pleaſure of ſeeing the original; bus for the 
«« preſent it was not to be found.” Maſaniello took the 
inſtrument in his hand, and delivering it to ſome of the 
long robe for advice, it was read out aloud, but i: gave 
no fatisfaftion : the people crying out, a cheat, a cheat. 
The duke was now in danger of his lite, and received ſe- 
veral blows upon the head ; but they conſidering, that he 
had not impoſed upon them, but old them the real truth 
of the matter, they ſpared his life, but committed him 
cloſe priſoner to the monaſtery of the Carmine, and ap- 
pointed a famous banditto, called Perrone, to be his keep- 
er. This fellow had been cleſe confined in the ſame church, 
but at the beginning of the tumults, was ict at liberty by 
the people : he had formerly been intunately acquainted 
with the duke of Mataloni, and pitying his misfortune, or 
rather defirous of getting 10,000 ducats, he undertook 
for him. The rabble were at firſt inexorable ; but at laſt 
by his earneſt perſuaſion he obtained his releaſe, upon con- 
dition, © that he would be ready to produce him upon 

demand, and would ſtake down his own life for his ap- 

pearance. 
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« pearance.” Thus narrowly did this nobleman eſcape 
the fury of the multitude, and ſecured not only his lite, 
but his liberty. He returned to his in the city, 
where he ſtaid about a day or two, then made the beſt 
of his way, with his family and attendants, to one of his 
ſeats in the country. 

A certain Italian writer, (who ſeems to intimate, that 
the duke of Mataloni's releaſe out of priſon, was entire- 
ly owing to the fear the viceroy had, that the le, who 
very much eſteemed this nobleman, would obtain his li- 
berty by force) accounts for the treatment he received 
from the mob, after another manner. He tells us, 
chat though the viceroy outwardly ſeemed to court, and 
encourage his mediation in this tumult, he intended to 
* uſe him only asa tool, to create a miſunderſtanding be- 
* tween the nobility and the copimons; being of nothing 
* fo apprehenſive, as of an; between theſe rwo or - 
« ders of the ftate. Tha, to this end, whilſt the duke 
* of Mataloni was going to the market-place, in order to 
bring the rabble, if poſſible, to terms of agreement, four 
« reformadoes, according to the inſtructions they had re- 
« ceived privately from the viceroy, got thither before 
% him ; and having obtained audience of Mafaniello, and 
* the other ringleaders of the ſcdition, declared to them, 


vino, a craſty old fox, and a promoter of the tumult, 
had often infinuated to him, that he ought to be cau- 
tious how he treated with the nobility, who, by their 
and the affection 
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the inſtrument in his Hand, Maſaniello taking it from 
* him, and looking upon it, cried out, a cheat, a cheat; 
« and at the ſame time, ing the duke a trai 
« knocked him off his horſe; 


„ the cruel 
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counſeilor. This eccleſiaſtick was a grave ſober perſon, 
of great cunning, and of ſingular ſbill and experience in 
affairs of ſtate: he loved to fifh in troubled waters, and had 
been impriſoned for ſome time, tor attempting to raiſe diſ- 
turbances, and inflame the commons againſt the govern- 
ment in the year 1620. He was made elect of the people, 
by the duke of Oſſuna, that he might the better aſſiſt that 
Viceroy, in a conſpiracy which had been concerted be- 
tween them againſt the nobility. But upon the duke of 
Oſſuna's diſgrace, he was carried into Spain, and from 
thence to Otan, where he remained priſoner nineteen years. 
At the beginning of theſe tumults, he was found confined 
an the priſon of St. James, which was forced open by, the 
people, chiefly upon his account; and by reaſon of his 
good will and intentions to ſerve them, the people pro- 
moted him tu this great honour, and made him prime mi- 
niſter. The next in power, was the banditto Perrone, a 
goal bird; and by the council of theſe two. were tranſact- 
ed in a great meaſure, all the murders and cruelties, the 
— 4 and devaſtations that followed, in every part of 

e city. 

Theſe two counſellors were to attend upon Maſaniello, 
as a curb to his fury : but inſtead of reftraming him in his 
7 they added fuel to fire ; and the firſt thing they did, 

they had entered their office, was to draw out 
a liſt of above ſixty , or rather palaces, that belong- 
ed to the principal commiſitoners of the taxes, in order to 
have them burnt tothe ground. The deſign was approved 
of by the generaliſſimo, who gave. orders to ſome of hi- 
officers, © to make ſtrict inquiry after all that were any 
way concerned in impoſing or receiving the taxes; who 
* had either adviſed, or lent money upon them; and 
** acquir'd eſtates by farming them of the government. 
This was called blood ſacking, ſqueczing, ad grinding 
the people; and nothing could attone for the offence, 
but burning and deſtroy ing their houſes and furniture, 
and bringing them upon a level with the populace ; chat 
ſuch practices might be prevented for the time to come, 
and corrupt miniſters, in after ages, might be terrißed 
by juſt examples made of the covert. N or were « 75 
mere empty threxteninge* for the people were a+ good ay 
* , 4s . thi ir 
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their words, and lighted faggots were ſeen blazing in every 
quarter, ready for execution. A great ſhew of diſcipline. 
was kept up in theſe diforders; and in the midſt of the 
confuſion, they obſerved the moſt exact rules of juſtice and 
moral honeſty. All was done for the publick good, and 
the deſtruction of evil miniſters; and no private intereſt 
was conſidered : for whoever, in the rifling of a houſe, 
attempted to lay hold upon any thing, to convert it to his 
own uſe, hazarded his Life. For inſtance, one poor 
fellow was immediately knocked on the head, for pilfering 
a ſmall towel : another received fifty ſevere laſhes upon 
the back, for ſtealing the crupper of a {addle : and many 
for contealing the moſt trivial things, were hanged up bythe 
executioner, in the publick market-place, at the command 
of Maſaniello; who ſcarce allowed the wretches time to 
lift up their hands to Heaven, and tranſact their affairs 
with their ghoſtly fathers. He was an enemy to his coun - 
try, and the liberties of the people, Who expreſſed the. 
leaſt tenderneſs and compaſſion for theſe moſt terribl:; 
calamities ; and when houſes and goods were on fire, to 
commiſerate the misfortune of the ſufferers, was to be 
reckoned accomplices, and publick thieves and rgbbers ; 
as was ſadhy experienced by an honeſt man who unadviſed- 
ly. and by a natural compaſſion, lamenting the burning 
of the houſe and rich furniture of the duke of Caivans, 
by ſhaking his head only, awd” ſaying it was a thouſar< 

ies, was attacked dy the mob, who. would have tor: 
im to pieces, if he had not providentially made his e. 
ſcape, through a finall wicket, which for ſome time ſtop- 
the uit; the people ſtorming and crying out, 
« where is the villain, where is he? if ye catch the dog, 
* we will teach him pity, we will ſtrip his ſkin over his 
* ears, and pound him in a mortar.”  _ 3 
The firſt houſe chat felt the fre, was 2 noble and mag- 
"\icent ſtructure, that belonged” to one of the commul- 
honers of the taxes, Hieronimo Fetitias by name, who had 
acquired a large Fortune by farming the tax upon corn. 
His palace was one of the moſt regular buildings in Naples. 
and ficuated in the quarter of Porto Nuovo, and lay con- 
2100s to the houſes of the lord Mormil. Hither reſort- 
ed a nmutitude of the rabble, carrying dry faggots 2 
G : ew 
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would be a protection againſt vages : but 
maſcrably miſtaken i his notions ; and his unfortunate de- 
ſtiny caſt a miſt before his eyes: for the rabble, with their 
uſual fury, 


- . * 
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ed to aſhes. A library, conſiſting of a choice collection of 
curious books, were deſtroyed ; and a fine cabinet with 
many thouſand crowns, was thrown into the flames. Two 


unmercifully burnt: and to i the fire, the people 
threw bottles of oil, and other combuſtible materials into 
it, which made them ſport and diverſion ; and they danc- 


ruins, as if they had been cele- 

In the pantry, the larder and kitchen, 
choiceſt proviſions of all ſorts and many 
pickles, and cheſts of ſweetmeats, which were 
z no one preſuming to ſave the leaſt morſel 
his own uſe, or to have a taſte for any of theſe deli- 
cacies. We have already taken notice, ; we keyrupby 
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hich, a boy having taken a picce of bacon, as if he de- 
hgned to convey it bins. ded this ws have been torn to 
much ado eſcaped with his life. -In this 
was above ten thouſand crowns of good 
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3 miſſed him as he fled. However, his houſe and 
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had removed his rich furniture, and all his goods of va- 
lue ; ſo that the mob, breaking violently into his houſe, 
found it ſtri ; and inraged with the diſappointment, 
they inſtantly clapped fire to the four corners, and imme- 
diately the whole building was in a flame, which raged 
horribly for four hours : the terror and rage of the flames, 
perfectly aſtoniſted the beholders: but the fury of the 
prime incendiaties was nothing abated ; and the building 
was ſoon levelled with the very 

While the people were thus employed in theſe dreadful 
executions, and burning the poſſeſſions of the publick 
thieves, as they called them, the viceroy was C— 
troubled at theſe combuitions, and paſſionate] deſired, 
all poſſible means to appeaſe their fury: the whelo 
city looked like a continued tract of flames; and nothing 
leſs was to be expected than utter ruin and devaſtation. 
Methods of accommodation were conſulted, and the colla- 
teral council, and the councils of ſtate and of war adviſed 
ſeriouſly, u theſe ſad calamaties : upon the whole, 
after many debates, it was reſolved as the beſt expedient, 
that his excellency ſhould command four regiments of 
foot, to reinforce that body that was already placed in 
defence of the caltle : and this order was immediately put 
in execution. 

The next reſolution was, that a legal inſtrument ſhould 
be printed, and affixed in the ick places of the city ; 
which ſhould abſolutely aboliſh all taxes and impoſition, 
and a general pardon be ſecured to the offenders. As ſoon 
as this inſtrument was publiſhed, it was ſent into the great 
market-place, that the populace might ſee and read it, and 
fo diſperſe and return to their obedience. But theſe ex- 
pedients produced no good effe& ; becauſe the 
was not ſo fully expreſs'd as to ſatisfy the people, who 
were afraid of an after-reckoning, if the conditions and 
articles were not perfectly in form, or could have been 
evaded : ſo that all was undone again, and the treaty 
broken off. This diſappointment much affected the vice 
roy, who reſolved if poſũble, to renew the treaty : but. 
ebſerving that the nobility were become odious to the 
people, and had he made uſe of their mediation, the du - 
contents would rather have been au-mented than fuppre:!- 
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he was furniſhed with a new galley, well 
ing up to the veſſel, he ſent a ſummons to the captiiſ, 
and upon refuſal, he threatened to ſet 


; 


5 
; 
4 

8 


II 
Ut 
Hh 

4 

1 


1 
E 


Th 
HW 
: 1 


: 


K 
: 


moo 
þ 


ght it convenient to found 
News, VIII. 3 


nn nn —_— —_— * 


4: MW 


2147 1477 


h 


On 
religious 


f 


134 * 
2 {+ 101 x 
2 TH 
41151 
IH 
3 
1 Pe 
e 

34 3784s Bj 
2 4310 1117111 14171 Wet 


1 . 
„ 
& 
* 
I. 
3 
2 
I 
| 
) 

þ 


MASANIELLO. 35 


other deſigns, ſaid they, but the publick and 
« perhaps miſchief might follow : therefore 38 
1 ed their duty to his eminence, and prayed, that inſtead 
« of a eſſion, he would expoſe in the church, the 
«« Holy Hoſt, and order publick oriſons for forty hours” 

The fucker and gentlemen being returned to the cardi- 
nal archbiſhop, gave him an account of their diſappoint- 
ment; related to him what they propoſed, and in what 
manner they were inſulted: and therefore his eminence 


not it expedient to execute his firſt intentions a- 

the will of a r on Ta ve orders 
to the faid impoſitors, = rectors of 
churches, as well ſecular as + the bleſſed facra- 


ment ſhould be expoſed, and prayers offered up in publick: 
and private, to implore the mercy of Heaven, to re- 
commend to the divine Majeſty, the deplorable condition 
of the city and kingdom of Naples. And this was per- 
formed every day with great devotion, until the death of 
Tk hb having theſe ſeaſ 
The archbiſhop having diſpatched onable or- 
ders, it being now night, his eminence repaired to Ca- 
ſtelnovo, to confer with the viceroy, and to conſult whe- 
ther any terms of accommodation could be propoſed, that 
might avert the calamities with which the city was threat- 
ened, and give ſome ſatisfaction to the mraged multitude ; 
who had been ſo uſed to fire and cruelty, that they ſeemed 
wan ht in ſuch fights and Executions, and therefore all 
r to foften the feroci- 
ä ſitions, and bring them to temper 
3 and moderation: fob" the better effecting of which, this 
_—_ patriot aſſociated to him, the nuncio, 
at that time reſiding in the kingdom. In the evening, ſe- 
veral perſons of quality, and gentlemen of the long robe 
and others, retired alio to Caſtelnovo N Fe 2 
greater _— of their perſons,” as to * 
— * we moſt proper to be done in the prefers 


emergency. 


Fuly 9. The rabble were fo Wan and 
a thirſt of revenge, that {notwithſtanding the care aud 


vigilance of the archbiſhop, and other worthy patriots) as 
| H 2 ſoon 
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ſoon as the day began to dawn, they returued to their old 
buſineſs, of burning and deſtroying the houſes and furni - 
ture of the farmers, and others concerned in the taxes. 
Nothing could ſtop or alleviate the fury of the unbridled 
multitude ; which, like an impetuous torrent, bare down. 
all oppoſition, ſure, wherever it directed its rapid courſe, to 
bring ruin and deſolation along with it. 
It would be two tedious as well as di to enter 
upon a particular deſcription of all the fiery executions 
that happened this day: enough has been already ſaid on 
that ſubje©, to give the reader a juſt idea of the rage of 
an exaſperated k Wowerer, it may nag de canih 
ed Junk 
miſ- 
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fire, and conſumed in the 
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che former were diſtributed among the rabble, and the lat- 
ter in the different quarters and ftreets, and a 
ſufficient number of men appointed to attend and guard 
them. | 

All this was done by Maſaniello's 


proteſting, that he had no deſign to incite the people to 
rebellion, but only to make them ready to ſtand in de- 


tentions yet more evident, he ordered the ſtandard of Spain, 
together with the enſigns of the city, to be fit tp 6a the 


a ——— 
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The good archbiſhop, having the ori charters ir 
his Poſſeſſion, NK uiet the 
rabble, and put an end to the troubles. Pl with 
this thou he loſt no time, but went directly to the 
market-place, where he was received with a great deal of 
reſpect and honour by the mob, wha always had a great 
venetation for this reverend prelate. From thence he went 
r > Ars followed by 


ple : and hold: out'the charters ur 

oy hand, —_ 2 would now be 
* ſatisfied; bar he hed brought thi the pigiaat Sarkers, 
«. which they c much inſiſted upon, with a confirmation 

SL under his excellency's hand and 
hos And r 
aloud, the moſt ble part of the people were tranſ- 
Ported with joy, at he pro off mary bes they 
were going to enjoy, to retura thanks 
to divine —.— for bringi — unhappy diſtrac- 
tions to a concluſion. t the majority of the rab- 
ble, having before been im poſed” upon, ſtill ſuſpecting the 
charters to be — and — the archbiſhop might de- 
cetve them, as the duke of Mataloni and the qo pov of 
Rocella had done befo re, began to rt 
them having the inſolence to aſk bis eminence, © If he 
—_— CO; them?” To 2 

was deſirous "rate, procure peace to 

deſolate country, e e e un ant gt 
terms, and endeavoufed by all the arts of eloquence and 
perſuaſion, to Uiffiz er doubts and convince them of 
their error: he ured them in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
that the charters were genuine; and proteſted, * 
« he was ſo far from any defign of impoſing 
<« that he ſhould think kin happy, it, 
of his own life, he could @ 3 
e Ae ker fe, backing 
himſelf to Maſaniello, My dear ſon (ſays he) 1 
«« ſure you, that theſe charters are the very ſame that the 
« faked wi Charles V. aud king Ferdinand ſigned 
* with their own hands: I do not however 

« you to rely on my bare word, but rather adviſe you, 
r 
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« peruſe them, whilſt I ſtay here, and let him make his 
report to the people.” 

« My lord, replied Maſaniello, I h:\c no reaſon to 
« call in jon your eminence's hongur and goodneſs, 
«< which have been ſo manifeit upon all occaiions : ITI 


«* tranquility of your flock : but for the further ſatiſ 
« fa the people, I'll do as your eminence adviſes.** 
ingly, having ſent for julio Genovino, the 
charters were delivered to him in order to be examined, 


who, after ſome time ſpent thereon, declared them to. be 
the true originals deſir But ſome of the rabble under- 
ſtanding from their leader, that the inſtrument, by which 
the viceroy ud the charters of privileges, was not ſo 
full as they expected, and fearing the) migh: ſtill be ht 


Ped + — a] 
them ratified as ſoon as poſſible by the 
The archþi gu A 
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determine who to fix upon, to draw up the articles of ca- 
pitulation : after much cavil and diſpute, they at length 
pitch'd upon Genovino to be the man; and that the articles 
ſhould be read publickly the next morning in the great 
market-place, before they were laid before the viceroy. 
Tis ſaid, that one of the articles ſed by the rabblc, 
was, that the caſtle of St. Elmo Rodid be eliver'd into 
the people's poſſeſſion ; and that Maſaniello ſeemed to ap- 
prove the motion, upon which Genovino (who had been 
won over by the ſecret promiſes of the viceroy) ſtood 

and declared, * that, altho' the people might legally take 
up arms to maintain and defend their rights and privi- 
as purſuant to the determination of Piſanello, and 
ſeveral other the moſt learned doors of laws, in the 
« year 1547 ; yet could they not inſiſt upon the caſtle of 
« of St. Elmo's being put into their hands, without in- 
* curring the imputation of rebellion. At the word re- 
« bellion, Maſaniello, who had always proteſted, that his 
« only defign was, to ſhake off the cruel yoke of kes, 
and not his allegiance to the king of pain, deur'd, 
that no more might be ſaid about it, and that he had 
« rather die, than give his conſent to a demand, that 
* ſhould make him pais for a rebel.” 

This was no ſmall proof of Genovino's inflaence upon 
the to oblige them to give up an article which 
| ve been ſo prejudicial to the intereſts of Spain, 
and fo advantageous to the Neapolitans. But he gave 2 
further evidence of his credit, in cauſing Ciccio Arpaja, 
his antient and intimate friend, who had been fort erly 
condemn'd to the gallies, for being concern'd with him in 
the conſpiracy againſt the nobility, in the duke of Oſſuna 3 
time, to be made elect of the people. This election was 
propoſed by Maſaniello, and approved of by the rabble, 
who, ſeeing with what zeal this retailer of fiſh acted for 
the publick good, unanimouſly voted Arpaja into that e- 
minent ſtation. | 

The archbi who had been ever ſince the morning 
in the church of Carmine, 2 ing that every thing 
concurr'd to bring their diſputes to a final accommodation, 
retired very late to his palace; having firſt obtain'd a pro- 
miſe of Maſaniello, not to execute his deſign, of fung 
Nun. IX. rn. that 
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that night, thirty-ſix houſes of perſons of quality: 
among which were the palaces of the duke of ni ; 
the prior of Rocella his kinſman ; Don Ferrant Carraciolo ; 
Don Carlos Spinello ; Carlos Brancaccio ; Cornelius Spi- 
nola; the vifitor-general ; and the prince of Cellamare, 
chief poſt-maſter of the kingdom. And in this, the good 
archbiſhop gave an illuftrious example of chriſtian —_ 
and forgiveneſs : for the perſons betoremention'd, had 
of them been princ;pally concern'd, in the tumult that hap- 
penned the year before, at the proceſſion of the reliques 
of St. Genarro the patron of Naples, in which his emi- 
nence received many groſs afronts and abuſes. 


 Fuly 10. Next morning early, Maſaniello made a ge- 
neral review of the people throughout the city of Naples ; 
wherein were found 114,000 men under arms, beſides a 
great number of citizens who were not inrolled. In the 
mean time, his eminence the cardinal archbiſhop Filoma- 
rino waited upon the viceroy ; and in a long and private 
conference, gave him an account of his negotiation the 
preceding day. From thence he went to the great market 
place, to be preſent at the reading of the treaty of accom- 
modation, before the aſſembly of 

There were now great hopes of ſeeing the diſtractions 
ſoon at an end. The rabble, ſatisfied with the vengeance 
they had taken, and dazzled by the proſpect of ſo many 
immunities and privileges they were on the point of en- 
joying, relaxed of their former fury, and began to wiſh 
camneftly for peace. But a fatal and unexpetted accident 
intirely rumed theſe good diſpoſitions, and blew up the 
flames of diſcord to a greater height than ever. 

Juſt at the very time, when the market-place, as well 
as the church and convent of Carmine, were crowded with 
an infinite multitude of people, who all waited with im- 
patience, to learn the ſucceſs of the negotiation ; about 
500 banditti, well armed and — came into the 
market-place, where they were received with great de- 
monſtrations of joy, upon thin declaring, that they had 
been ſent for by Domenico Petrone, were come for 
the ſervice of the moſt faithful: people. As ſoon as Maſa- 


diello aw them, he thanked ſor their good ey 
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and deſiring them to alight, appointed them different 
quarters of the city, where they ſhould expect his further 
orders afoot : upon which, Perrone told him, he judged 
it much more proper, to align them a ſeparate ſtanding to 
themſelves, and by no means to diſmount them ; becauſe, 
being on horſeback, they would be much readier to aſſiſt 
him in caſe of neceſſity: to this Maſaniello replied, that 
it was altogether unneceſſary, and that they would be as 
ſerviceable to him on foot as on horſeback. But Perrone 
warmly wes Fo age upon their ſerving mounted, and in a 
body, without being able to alledge any good reaſon for 
it, Maſaniello 4 to ſuſpect ſome dark: buſineſs was in 
hand ; and therefore peremptorily commanded the Bandit- 
ti to go afoot to the quarters he aſſigned them, and not 
to ſtir an inch without his order. He had no ſooner ſpo 
but a muſket was fired off; which Maſaniello 

upon as the fignal of ſome miſchief, 2 
treaſon, there's a plot on foot; when immediately ſive 
muſkets more were fired upon him, by ſome of the ban- 
ditti, who had hid themſelves among the crowd that ſur- 
rounded him: and though a bullet or two came ſo near 
to him, as to ſinge his ſhirt, yet he received not the leaſt 
hurt. The people ſeeing their general alive, and without 
harm, cried out one and all, that God and the lady of Car- 
mine had protected Maſaniello; and that this miraculous 
deliverance of his perſon, was a manifeit token that they 
approved of X 3 and ſaying ſo, they fel 
without ; and having K Billed thirty 


of them upon the —_— they purſued the into the 
church and convent of Carmine, whither they had run 


for refuge. Nor could the holineſs of the place ſecure 
them from the people's rage; who, in an inſlant, turned 
it into a ſcene of blood and cruelty. Nothing was to be 
heard on all fides, but the piercing cries of the wounded, 
who, whilſt they were calling for confeſſors, met with the 
ſtroke of death. Two of them were ſlain at the foot of 
the great altar ; and another under the very ſeat where 
the archbiſhop was, and whither he had — himſelf 
to avoid this bloody riot. In ſhort, the whole pavement 

was ſoon covered with flaughtered bodics ; among which 
were Domonico Perrone and Gregorio Perrone, the former 
| I 2 having 
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having loſt his life, for being an accomplice in the conſpi- 
racy, and the latter, only for being brother to the former. 
Capt. Antino Groſſo loft his life alto, ha ing firſt declared, 
that the banditti had been ſent by the duke of Mataloni 
« and don Pepe Caraffa his brother, to revenge, by the 
1% dcath of Maſaniello, the inſults he had received from tlie 
« rabble: that Domenico Perrone was privy to the plot: 
and that ſeveral troops more of banditti were to come 
into the city at the cloſe of day; who, favoured by the 
night, and the confuſion which the death of Mafaniello 

« (which they looked upon as inevitable) muſt neceſſarily 

« create, were to fall {addenly upon the people, and cut 
them into pieces. 
Some authors who have written of the revolutions of 
Naples, have affirmed, that Perrone, Groſſo, and others, 
depoſed before they died, © that the market- and the 
„ convent 5 Carmine were undermined + bom 1 5,000 
* pounds o powder had been convey er ground, 
ANA up, at a certain hour of the 
evening, when . crowded with peo- 
„ ple 3 by which, twas computed that upwards of 
1 50, ooo ſouls muſt have periſhed in the ſhock : that 
* thoſe whom the flames ſhould ſpare, were to be put to 
the ſword, as well by the banditti who were already 
« entered the city, as by ſeveral companies more, who 
« were appointed to join them in the evening, by order 
of the duke of Mataloni and don Pepe Caraffa, the 
principal authors of the conſpiracy.” But whoever 
finaly examines theſe things will find, that they are not 
only falſe in ſact, but even abſurd and inconſiſtent with 
reaſon. For, it is certain that Perrone was abſolutely in- 
capable of making theſe depoſitions ; for the rabble, when 
they found him hiu in the convent, (where he had betaken 
himſelf as ſoon as he perceived the banditti had miſcarricd 
in their attempt) killed him outright, and cut off his head, 
without giving him ſo much as time to fpeak one word : 
neither is there any reaſonable man, who can ſuppoſe, that 
in leſs than twenty four hours, and at a juncture, when 
the ſuſpicious rabble were always upon their guard, the 
eonlpirators could have found means to dig ſo many 
Mines, and tow them with ſuch vaſt quantities of powder 
| without 
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„ ceived. Not but I am very ſenſible that 
theſe pret depoſitions, however falſe and ridiculous, 


were palmed upon, and credited by the ignorant rabble, 
and even countenanced by Maſaniello ; who, to give the 
better colour to an impoſture, that ſerved fo to in- 
flame the people's reſentment and hatred againſt the no- 
bility, contented himſelf with inflicting no other — 
ment on one or two of the banditti, than it 
ment ; upon pretence, that they had made the fore-men- 
tioned, and other important diſcoyeries. 

The rabble had ſoon put to death 1 50 of the banditti; 
and having dragged their carcaſes through all the ftreets 
and kennels of the city, they brought their heads to Maſa- 
niello, who commanded them, together with thoſe of 
Perrone, and his brother, to be fixed upon poles in the 
middle of the great market- place: and this order was exe- 
cuted accordingly. | 

One might have imagined chat the ſpilling of ſo much 
blood, would attone for the preateic inkumanity, and that 
the people, after having ſacrificed io many lives to their 
juſt reſentments, would have now relented and gone no 
further. But Maſaniello, eſteeming his work but half 
compleated, fo long ks he had not in his power the duke 
of Mantaloni _—_— Pepe Caraffa, his atmoſt en- 
deavours to find oft the x where they lay concealed ; 
being fully determined to glut his revenge with the death 
of two brothers, who had conſpired againſt his life. To 
this end, he ordered ſeveral companies of horſe and foot, 
to go in ſearch of the reſt of the conſpiratory, who had 
fled to ſeveral churches and monaſteries for the benefit of 
protection; but more eſpecially, in Santo Maria de la no- 
va, where he was informed, that don Pepe Caraffa, and 
the Prior of Rocella 72 betaken themſelves to avoid, 
if poſſible, the fury of an enraged populace. 

Juſt as the companies wie diſpoling themſelves to 
march, or rather to fly, where their general's commands 
and their own animoſities led them, advice was 
to Maſaniello, that the duke of Mataloni was at St. Efrem, 
which is a church belonging to the Capuchin friars. The 
eneraliſſimo was mightily pleas'd at this news; and re- 


Elteiog not to ole: 155 want of ſufficient force, this op- 
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4 of getting into his power, an enemy to whom 
bore a moſt inveterate hatred, he added a freſh ſupply 


to the former detachment, which together made up a body 
of 4,000 men all armed ; and diſpatched them to St. Efrem, 

with poſſitive orders, to bring the duke to him alive or dead. 
But the duke, having timely notice of their march by a 
ſpy, had the good fortune to make his eſcape in a friar's 
weeds, and got ſafe out of the city, where he took horſe, 

and made the beſt of his way to Benevento. 

The mob being come to St. Efrem, and finding them- 
ſelves diſappointed, ſent ſeveral ways after him, in hopes 
to overtake him: but their purſuit was in vain; for bein 
well mounted, he had made ſuch fpeed, that they co 
get no tydings of him. Upon which, they bend their 
courſe towards the monaſtery of Santa Maria, where Don 
Pepe Caraffa, and the prior of Rocella had retir'd ; who, 
next to the duke of Mataloni, were the principal objects 
n. As the blood · thirſty 
they met ſome of the duke s 


ir prayers, oy 
This tragedy being ended, Sh a poſſible 


pot. 
haſte, they continued their march to ta Maria, where the 
Prior of Rocella, who foreſaw the g danger, 
forfake the con- 


was . 
cc vent, 


— TY e re 
the m from w he wrote a letter th very, 
informin him with the ts he was put to, and re 


gueſting hi 


exellency, to command 2 cannon or to tobe 
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fired without ſhot upon the mob, only to frighten them 
and make them diſperſe, whilſt he ſhould attempt an e- 
ſcape. This letter he delivered into the hands of aJecular 
prieſt, a confident of his, promiſing him © a great reward, 
** if he could but convey it to the caſtle.” But as ill- luck 
would have it, the prieſt was ſtopp'd as he was going out, 
and ſtrictly ſearched by the rabble, who, finding the letter 
in one of his ſhoes, diſpatch'd him upon the ſpot and 
went in queſt of Caraffa, who, they were now poſitively 
aſſured, was within. This unfortunate man, ſeeing him- 
ſelf ſo cloſely purſued, and knowing, that the greateſt fa- 
vour he could expect from the unmerciful papulace, was 
Preſent death, reſolved to make another puſh for his life: 
and to this purpoſe, having firſt changed his habit, he threw 
himſelf out of a back-window, fram whence he ſtole into 
a houſe hard by the convent, and hid himſelf under a bed. 
But his reprieve was but very ſhort ; for wether he was 
ſeen to go in, or whether (as ſome ſay, and is very likely} 
a woman that lived there, diſcovered him to the people in 
hopes of a recompence, he was ſoon found out by the 
mob, and dragg'd into the ſtreet : where, after he was co- 
ver'd over with wounds, one Michel de Sanctis, a buicher's 
ſon, cut of his head with a chopping-knife. 

The Joy of the rabble was as great upon this occaſion. 
as if they had obiained ſome ſignal victory They fixed 
the head of Caraffa upon a pike, and bore it in triumph 
to the market-place, (the body being dragg d through the 
kennels after it) crying as they went along, thus may 
< all thoſe periſh, that are traitors to the moſt faithful people. 
The head was preſented to Maſaniello, who taking it in- 
to one hand, and ſtriking it ſeveral times with a cane which 
he held in the other, made a ſpeech to it, wherein he up- 
braided Caraffa with the pride and cruelty Which he had 
ſhewn upon ſeveral ons, as tho' he had been ſtill li- 
wng. This ill judg'd reproof being ended, Maſani elle 
ordered the Heads of all the banditti, which were taken 
in Santa Maria de la Nova, and other monafterics» to be 
fixed upon poles in the market-place, with thoſe that 
were expoſed there already: but the head of Caraffa, he 
commanded to be inclos d in an iron grate ; and, together 
wich the foot that kick d the archbiſhop in the proceſſion 

already. . 


SH 
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already mentioned, to be nailed to a poſt erected for that 


e, without the gate of St. Gennaro, facing the duke 
FER palace, with tis inſcription underneath, 


Don PEPE CARA FFA. 
REBEL to his COUNTRY, 


And Traitor to the moſt faithful People. 


This tragical adventure made different impreſſions 
the minds of thoſe who were witneſſes of it. 1 —— 
beheld it with unſpeakable pleaſure and ſatis faction; but 
5 equally ſtruck with fear and horror at the 
t of it: they knew not what to think, or what to 
after ſuch a terrible example had been made of one 
their order, who at other times, uſed to make the whole 


City, nay, the very kingdom tremble at his name: and 
what added ſtill more to their forrows, was, that ſince the 
diſcovery of the banditti's plot, che better ſort of citizens, 
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the nobility : and not ſatisfied with the death of Caraffa, he 
Hiued out a proclamation, whereby he declared the duke 
of Mataloni, an enemy to the moſt faithful people; pro- 
miſing a reward of thirty thouſand crowns, with the ran- 
ſom of one hundred and fifty outlaws, for the apprehending 
of kim. As the fiſherman was grown very diffident and 
ſuſpicious ſince the late diſcovery of the conſpiracy againſt 
his perſon, he was fully perſuaded that it had been con- 
certed by; or at leaſt, carried on with the content and ap 
probation of the viceroy ; and therefore he determined to 
reduce him to ſuch ſtreights, as ſhould at once rev 
Lim, and force the viceroy to accept of whatever condi - 
tions he ſhould think fit to impoſe upon him; but at the 
ſame time took all poſſible precautions, to ſcreen himſelf 
trom the reſentment and artifices of the nobility, againſt 
which, he thought he could not be be too well fortify'd. 
To this end, he publithed au order, hibiting upon . 
" pain of death and firing, —— ono or cauſe 
to be conveyed, any proviſions or victuals of any kind 
** whatſoever, into the caſtle,” 


order he added ſeveral others, commanding upon pain 
* of death and firing, that all the nebles who reſided in 
10 the city, ſnould deliver up their arms into the cuſtody of 
certain officers appointed for that purpoſe : that the city 

gates ſhould be all ſhut up, and no body ſuffered to pais 
" OCT young ny popes, + 


« throughout the city and ſuburbs, ſhould be iuminared, 
and the people be up in arms.” 

All theſe orders were as puntually and as afldnouſly 
executed, as the the great — commands are in Con- 
: Nrns. X. ſtantinople. 
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ſtantinople. The blood of Caraffa had fo prodigiouſly 
the fiſnerman's authority, that commanding 
and being obeyed, was to him but one and the ſame thing: 
for, — did out of love to their chief, the 
nobles did through fear of him. So that he had no ſoon- 
er iſſued his orders, but in an inſtant all the houſes in Na- 
ples, as well thole of noblemen as others, put up lights in 
their windows : whole loads of timber, and other com- 
buſtible materials, were piled up, and ſet on fire in every 
ſtreet and corner; and the night was ſoon changed into 
bright day. T he other orders were all obeyed with equal 
exactneſs and celerity. But nothing more evidently diſ- 
covers, how much deference was paid to the commands of 
Maſanicllo, than the ſtrictneſs with — another order 


of his was univerllly complied with, ng under a fe- 
vere penalty, all perions of what — ſo- 
ever, to walk in cuerpo, or without upper garments ; for 
fear any diſguiſed, or fuſpefted perſons, ſhould conceal 
any arms under them. This vxdteyiwas no ſooner publiſh- 
as welt Zaicks as eccleſiaſticks, 


without having their petticoats tucked up above their 
knees; it having been diſcovered, — Me 
diſguiſed themſelves in women's apparel, for the more ſe- 
cret conveyance of arms to the outlaws, and other ene- 
mies of the people. 

Maſaniello having iſſued out theſe ſeaſonable orders, and 


the country, and to — ho wons and — — 
round about; ordering them, to ſend the choiceſt of theit 
men well armed for the defence of the city and ſuburbs. 
All obeyed ; and vaſt numbers ſoen flocked from all the 
adjacent 
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adjacent places, in order to lift themſelves under the fiſher - 
man's banners. In-ſhort ſo great was the $ 

for him, and ſo iling the terror which he had ſtruck 
into the hearts of the nobility, by the ſevere example he 
had made of Caraſſa; that whilſt the former were fly in 

to execute the commands of their leader, tho hunar were © 
far from oppoſing them, that excepting thoſe who had re- 
tired to Caſtelnovo with the viceroy, they had, for the 
malt part, intrenched themſelves within their own country 
ſeats, waiting, under the moſt diſmal apprehenſions, the 
iſſue of this grand affair. 


—_— that Maſaniello treated 
and apprebending that the ſtorm 
his head, ſhould at laſt burſt 
upon him hd overivicim kim , reſolved upon any terms 
to conclude the treaty 3 not doubting 
but time and policy would furniſh him with an opportunity 
of breaking any that ſhould prove a prejudice 
to his own, or the -antereſts of Spain. But, to eſſect it 
with ſucceſs, he j It to remove firſt of all 


the ſuf] icion, which the people had, of his k N 
— — with the conſpirators: and hap: © 


writ a lg to the, archbiſhop, wherein he diſclaimed Ra 


the. — as be. ſhould lay 
bee ae. with aſſuring his eminonce. that he 
h at heart, as the peace of the city, and 
—ää— — and therefore entreattd bim to 
finiſh the trraty as ſoon as 
This letter, which the archbiſhop meu ed to Maſaniel- 
lo, had its defired effect. The people began to believe 
the viceroy was innocent, and abated very much of their 
former rage and inſolence. But his excellency willing to 
give them ſtill a more authentick teſtimony of the ſincerity 
of his intentions, iſſued out an grder, * commanding upon 
pain of death all the bandits that were in the city and 
« ſuburbs, to depart inſtantly:; and proſcribing all perſons 


* that cr their ha- 
© bitation;.” 


K 2 Thus, 
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Thus, the treaty, which bad been interrupted by ſo 
many different and unlucky accidents, was now in a fair 


way of being brought to a happy concluſion, through the 
archbiſhop's care, or rather, the ſubtilty and craft of Ge- 
novino. This old fox, who, tho' a fworn enemy to the 
vernment, had fill more ambition in him than animo- 
ty, wavered almoſt as ſoon as he engaged h>nſelf in the 
fedition : for, whether as is uſual with moſt heads of ſac- 
tions, he joined himſelf to the malecontents, only in hopes 
of enriching himſelf with the ſpoils of the ſtate ; or, whe- 
ther he did not think it . of an 
inconſtant rabble ; he had not been long near Ma aniello's 
perſon, as his counſellor, before he liſtened to the ſecret 
promiſes the viceroy made him of favour and preſerment. 
The viceroy deving made ſure of him, he carried on, his 
intrigues with the greater efficacy, inalmuch as he had al- 
ways profeiled an inveterate averſion to the Spaniargs,; 
and having, according to the inſtructions given — by the 
duke of Arcos, ſomented the miſt between 
the nobles and the commons, he now. managed with great 
art and dexterity, the treaty of accommodation m favour 
of the $ iſh coun. But mare of this hereafter. bo 
uſt the archbiſhop and Genovino, were. putting 
laſt hand to the capitulations, another SN 
that had like to have fruſtrated their labour, and broken 
off the treaty ; ſo true it is, that the moſt critical interval 
of time, is that which is taken up in capitulating. The 
gallies of Naples being diſcerned at the peak gf Poſilipps, 
which is at fi6'Freat diſtance from the city, che people im- 
apediately hy tbok the alarm, ſuſpeQing they, were freighted 
tr66ps; and had been ſent for on purpoſe. by the 
viceroy. But the archbiſho Pp being informed | of cheir 
ſears, and —_— of what conſequence i it would be,to 
give Wer at this juncture, writ to the vice- 
roy, defiring Lis excellency to 82 the gallies io keep 


out at ſea, and net to enter the harbour till the treat 
ſhould be finihed and the diſtractions brought to a —. 
The viceroy very much ap roved the archbiſhop's ad- 
vice, and preſently ſent him in order for Doria, the ad- 
miral ; whereby he erjoined Hiri fot to make for a 

our 
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bour to land, but to do in all things as Maſaniello ſhould 
require. As ſoon as Doria had received this order, he 
ſent one of his officers to pay his reſpects to Maſaniello, 
and to receive his commands : upon which, the general 
ſignified his pleaſure, that he might ride at anchor within a 
mile of the port, provided he ſuffered none of his men to 
come aſhore. The people were wonderfully pleaſed with 
this proceeding of the viceroy, who thereby intirely re- 
moved the ſuſpicion which the ſudden arrival of the gal- 
lies might juſtly create in them. | 

The treaty of accommodation was at length perſected 
and fairly drawn up by Genovino ; and upon its being read, 
received the approbation of Maſaniello, and the other 
ringleaders of the rabble. The archbiſhop (who fince 
Tueſday- morning reſid ed altogether in the convent of 
Oertmine, that he might be at hand to negotiate with the 
people) deputed father Franciſco Filomarino, his emi- 
nence's brother, with the articles to the viceroy, in order 


to their being ſigned, not only by his excellency, but 
alſo by all ada nd oficers of the collateral 


council and the colliicit of ſtate ; and at the ſame time, 
to acquaint him with the people's defire, that the treaty, 
after its beiug ſigned, might be ſolemnly publiſhed in the 
cathedru church; tn Pede of his exce „ and all the 
ſeveral orders and tribunals of the city. - 

The duke of Arcos read, and maturely weighed the ar- 
ticles that were | t him to be figned :; N ſubſtance 
of which was; ** That the people ſhould. from that time 
forward enjoy all the benefits, privileges, ang; immuni- 
ties granted to them by the emperor Charles V. and king 
Ferdinand according to the purport and meaning of the 
original charters, which ſhould hereafter remain in their 
hands: that all exceſſes and outrages, committed from 
* 'the 7th of July, when the infurretion began, to the 
day of the date of theſe articles, ſhould be pardoned 
„by a general amneſty : that the cle, as well as the 
counſellors and deputics of the people, and other in- 
** ferior officers therein ſpecified, ſhould be choſen every 
fix months, by the com n 1 without nee -of further 
« confirmation : that the ſaid det ſhould have as many 
« voices as all the nobũity together, as it uied to be, = 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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had been firipped of this privilege by don 
« Frederick, and which the moit Catholick king Ferdi- 
* nand had, in the year 1505, promiſed to reltore to 
« them: that the viceroy ſhould cauſe the faid articles to 
« be ratified by the king of Spain, within three months 
« after their publication; and that they ſhould be ingrav- 
« ed in marble, and ſet up in the middle of the 
* market place : that the people ſhould not lay 
their arms, till the ſaid confirmation of their privileges: 
« and laſtly, that in caſe they could not obtain tuca a ra- 
62 S 
% yileges, might with impunity, riſe in arms, 
ſtrive to redreſs ves, without being deemed guil- 
« ty of rebellion, or irreverence to the king of Spain. 
Altho' the viceroy knew well that theſe articles 
muſt inevitably ruin fourſcore and ten thouſand perſons, 
that were concerned in the taxes; and what was ſtill worſe, 
that the miniſters hereafter, could not by their own autho- 
rity raiſe any more ſubſidies, or oppreſs the ſubject, to ſup- 


rt their ambition and luxury: yet, he ſigned them with 2 
ilin 
councd, 


countenance, and gave them to the collateral 

and the council of ſtate, who, having ſigned them 
Alſo in their turns, his excellency returned them: to father 
Franciſco, with the following letter to che archbiſhop. 


and zeal for the publick good. I e your 
% emmence thereupon ; al belcbch you to 4 — 
60 2 have ſo happily „ by a ſolemn 
* promulgation of the treaty, as deſired by the people. 
* Your eminence knows of what importance it is, to per 
form this ceremony as ſoon as poſſible, and that, the 
delay of it, cannot but be attended with many fatal 
a —4 I need not therefore give your eminence 
any further caution conti tig it. As for my own part, 
as nothing is fo dear to me; A the peace of the kingdom, 

| . „ and 
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Ul 
and the good of the people, To RY I 
them all their demands, is, And am fill ready ive — 


« what further ſatisfaction they can defire, 18 preſerve 


2 
« 1 am — 
« The greateſt Servant 
« of your Eminence, 


From Caftelnove, Y 
this 11th day * The Duke of Ancoe. 
of Fuly, 1647. 


* 


Father Franciſco having delivered the articles of capi- 
tulation ſign'd by the viceroy, into the hands of the arch- 
—_— together with his excellency's letter, told him, that 

the viceroy defired paſſionately to ſee Maſaniello, ane 
pray d his eminence to manage an interview between them. 
The archbiſhop therefore, in compliance with the viceroy's 
requeſt, uſed his beſt endeavours to perſuade Maſaniello, 
who, as well as the other leaders, ſeemed at firſt not a lit- 
te averſe to ;- but his eminence, by the force of his 
perſuafidns,! ar length prevailed ; and it was appointed, 
that the articles of capitulation ſhould be read publickly 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, and that Maſaniello 
ſhould afterwards go, in company with the, arcbiſhop, to 
pay his reſpects to the viceroy. 

It was no ſooner kly known that the treaty was 
concluded and fi and that Maſaniello was to go to the 
palace, to make a viſit to the viceroy, but the market- 
Un, as well as the church and convent of the Carme- 
ites, were filled with multitudes of the rabble, who, ac- 
cording to their natural inconſtancy, which makes them 
ſulceptible of every new impreſſion, by their huzza's and 
acclamations of joy, approved that peace, which, but 2 
few hours before they were ſo averſe to. The capit la- 
tions were read aloud, by a notary in the church of Car- 
mine ; the cardinal archbiſliop, being there preſent, with 
Maſaniello, Genovino, ja the new elect, and infinite 
numbers of people, who, by their repeated acclamarions, 
ſeemed to give their aiient to them and ſcal the peace 
Geaovins 


, —_— — 
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Genoviuo then went up into the pulpit ; and after haviug 
made a ſhort ſpeech, wherein he extoll'd © the advantages 
0 of peace, and exorted the aſſembly to give God inks, 
* for his wonderful mercies in terminating the diſtractions, 
and reducing the city to a ſtate of peace and tranquili- 
* ty,” he came down again : and the whole was concluded 
with a te dam, which was ſung by two choirs of muſicians 
whoſe voices were accompanied with the harmony of all 
—_— inflruments. - 3 
ceremony being ended, the archbiſhop, a | 

chief officers of the people ſet forward for the viceroy's 
. Maſanicllo, who, at the archbiſhop's perſuaſion, 

laid aſide his mariner's dreſs, appeared on horſeback, 
whith a magnificent habit, a tow'ring plume of feathers 
in his hat, and a drawn ſword in his hand ; and thus ac- 
couter d, rid before the ' archbiſhop's coach: his brother, 
alſo in a rich embroidezed ſuit, rid on the right-ſide of his 
Eminence ; and Arpaja tribune of the commons on the left: 
A came laſt, ſollowed by 160 companies of 
and ſoot, conſiſting in all of about 50,000 men. It 13 
impoſlible to deſcribe or tell how many praiſes and bleſſings 
were beſtow'd upon the fiſherman, as he paſs d along the 
ſtreets, by one and the other ſex, who out of a grateful 
ſenſe of the great deliverance he had wrought for them, 
jultly honourcd him with the glorious and deſerved title of 
THE SAVIOUR OF HIS COUNTRY. Nor did they 
expreſs their gratitude by their words more than by their 
actions. The men ttrewed the way before him, with palm 
and olive branches; and the ladies from the windows and 
Þalconies, which were hung with the richeſt filks and ta- 
peſtry, curteſied as he went by, and threw down flowers 
and garlands, which they had made on purpoſe for the oc- 
calion : the air was fll'd with the ravaſtung harmony of 
peaceful and foft-ſounding inſtruments, and nothing was 
fo be heard, but univerial tounds of joy and triuzaph. 
Maſanicllo being arrived, amidſt io much praiſe and 
applauſe, at Caſtelnovo, the captain of the viceroy's guard 
out to ſalute him, in the name of his excellency, and 

id him a welcome to the palace. Malaaiclo gravely, 
and in a few words return d the compliment; and then mak- 
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thy a ſign to che people, that they ſhould be ſilent, he 
addreſſed himſelf to them in the manner following: 


My dear Companions and Countrymen ! 


ET us joyfully offer up our praiſes and thankſgivings 
* L to God, and the molt gracious lady of Carmine ; 
* for the recovery of our former liberty; that dear, that 
«* precious liberty, which makes the memory of thoſe 
« glorious monarchs, Ferdinand and Charles V. to be of 
lo great veneration amongſt us. Now ſhall we ſee re- 
vived thoſe golden days which made our fore-fathers glad 
under their auſpicious ſway : like them, we ſhall be 
nay, we are already like them, exempt and free from 
all taxes and impoſitions: no more ſhall we groan under 
the cruel and imtollerable oppreſſion of inhumane, blood- 
thirſty governors: no longer toil and ſlave, like beaſts 
of burden, to feed the pride and luxury of ambitious 
and haughty tyrants: henceforth, cvery man ſhall enjoy 
the fruits of his own labour and induſtry, and peace 
and plenty ſhall for ever flouriſh ia Naples, I fec, my 
friends, a ſolemn joy fits upon all your brows ; and well 
may you rejoice for ſo noble an acquiſition, for, who 
is the brute that has the publick good ſo little at heart, 
as not to overflow with gladneſs upon this great occa- 
ſion ? if there be any ſuch, let them die like dogs, un- 
pitied, unlamented ; and may an everlaſting brand of 
infamy be fixed upon their names. As for us, my be- 
loved countrymen, let us from this moment bauith 
all ſorrow from our hearts: let us ever commemorate. 
this great, this happy day, in which we recover our 
rights, our privileges, our frecdom, our lives, our all. 
Does not this ſudden, this bleſled change ſurprize you 
my dear aſſociates? loft in tranſport and amazement, 
do you not look upon it as on a pleating dream, and 
almoſt doubt whether you are aware? yes, I know you 
do. But ſee my friends, (holding out the original cliarters) 
this is no illaſton : bchold here, tie ſacred and ſubilan- 
« tial pledges of thoſe unmente benefits vie boalt ; this the 
gift of the empero: Charles V. and this, of royal Fer- 
dinand; whoſe great ſhades, even now, rcjoice, to ice 
« us, their aſter-ſubjects, happy in le poſition of thute 
Nutz. XI. 4. «. bleSngs 
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« bleſſings which we derive from them; Dreams vanifh, 
„ away in an inſtant, but theſe ſhall ſtand for eve 
« But do not think that I dwell thus on the great advanta- 
„ ges, Which, by my toils and fatigues, I have a hope 
« for you, to inhance the merit of my —_ 
„of being rewarded for them: no, I eſteem the 

1 andthe glory of being inſtrumental to cm te pct my 
« country, a far greater recompence than all the wealth 
in the univerſe ; and, that that alone has ſpurred me on, 
« and been the fole aim of this ſucceſsful und 

let his eminence the archbiſhop witneſs for me: he 
s has experienc'd my ifintereſtedneſs, in my refuſal of 
* the two hundred crowns a month, which, in the firſt 
day of che revolution, he offered to ſettle upon me du- 
« ring life, if I would but calm your reſentments, and 
and make you deſiſt from your juſt pretenſions. Nor, 
even at this time, ſhould I have thrown off my tatter'd 
cc weeds, to aſlume this gaudy magnificence, had not his 
«* eminence, for decency's fake, and upon pain of excom- | 
* munication, obliged me to it. No, no, I am ſtill Ma- 
* ſaniello the fiſherman; ſuch was I born, ſuch have 1 
<< liv'd hitherto, and ſuch I intend to live and die. And 
« after having fiſhed for, and caught the publick liberty, 
in that tempeſtuous ſea wherein it had been immerſed ſo 
« long, I'll return to my former condition ; reſerving no- 
40 
46 
«c 
«c 


thing to myſelf, but my hook and line, with which to 
provide daily for the neceſlary ſupport of the remainder 
of my life. The only favour I ſhall defire of you, in 
token of all my labours is, that when I am dead, you 
will each of you ſay an Ave-Maria for me: do you pro- 
miſe me this? the people anſwer d, yes, but let it be an 
hundred years hence. Maſaniello replied, my friends, 

I thank you; and as a further teſtimony of my love to 
you, and my adherence to your intereſts, I will give you 
two words of advice: the firſt is, not to lay down your 

* arms, till the confirmation of your privileges arrives 
« from Spain : the ſecond, that above all things, you 
* would miſtruſt the nobility, who have always been our 
* {worn and profeſſed enemies: take care of them, and 
* be upon your guard ; for, like hungry wolves, they'll 
* watch an opportunity, when you are deſenceleſs, to fall 
2 upon 
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* and devour you—lI am now going to negotiate 
- with the viceroy, and ſhall ſoon be * 7 at 
« leaſt, before to-morrow morning; but, if you do not 
« ſee me then, you may ſct fire to the palace: where- 

n they havin all promiſed him they would do it; he 
concluded his judicious harangue, with amplifying very 
much upon © the advantages that would accrue to the 
% king of Spain, by the aboliſhment of the taxes; which 
« being prejudicial only to the partizans, thoſe inſatiable 
« leeches, that had ſacked the pureſt of the blood, his 
« majeſty ſhould, for the time to come, enjoy his reve- 
* nues entire, which, hitherto, uſed to be almoſt wholly 
« abſorb'd by his miniſters.” 

This emphatical and farcaſtick ſpeech being ended, and 
the archbiſhop having, at Maſaniello's requeſt, » piren his 
bleſſing to the people, the general commanded them, un- 
der pain of diſobedience, to follow him no further; and 
then went into the palace with the archbiſhop, Genovino, 
Arpaja, and Mateo d'Amalphi his brother. His excel- 
lency, the viceroy, ſtood ready at the ſtairs-head to receive 
them. As ſoon as Maſaniello ſaw him, he threw himſelf 
at his feet, which having kiſſed, he thanked his exccllency, 
in the name of all the people, for his gracious approbation 
of the treaty and then told him, he was come thither ta 
receive whatſoever ſentence his excellency ſhould think fit 
to paſs upon him. But the viceroy, raiſing him up and 
embracing him, anſwer'd, that he was extreamely glad 
« to ſec him, and ſo far from thinking he was criminal, 
% that he would give him daily proofs of his favour and 

© eſteem. To £ Maſaniello — that God was his 
os wn that the only ſcope, and end of all his deſigns, 
6% was the ſervice of the king and of his excellency :” after 
which, the Viceroy, the archbiſhop and Maſaniello, retired 
all three, into a private apartment, in order ta conſult to- 
gether upon the preſent poſture of affairs. 

During this conference, there happen'd an incident, 
which was a convincing proof to the S = how much 
the people eſteemed Maſaniello, how anxious they 
were for his ſafety. A great concourſe of people, whom, 
the rumour of Maſaniello's viſit, and the curiofity of fee- 

ing their general 1 in his new and ſplendid cquipage, had 
L 2 drawn 
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drawn together from ſeveral parts, having reſorted to the 
palace-yard, where they had ſtaid a conſiderable time with- 
out ſeeing him appear, began to murmur, fearing that ſome 
miſchance was befallen their chief, and that the viceroy 
had violated his faith to him, and cauſed him to be arreſt- 
ed, or perhaps murdered The murmur increaſed ; and 
the rabble grew at laſt ſo clamorous, that their noiſe 
reach'd the viccroy's ears, who being inform'd of the rea- 
ſon of it, to appeaſe the tumult, immediatly ſhewed him- 
ſelf witk his company in a balcony, from whence Maſa- 
niello having aſſur d the multituce, that he was fafe and 
under no manner of reſtraint, they all cried out, long live 
the king of Spain, long live the duke of Arcos. The 
filhberman then told his excellency, he would preſently give 
him a ſpecimen of the Neapolitans obedience ; and” at the 
fame time, putting his finger to his mouth, the rabble ceaſ- 
ed their noiſe ; à profound ſilence immediately followed; 
and among ſo great a multitude, there was ſcarce one of 
them ſeen to breathe : then, commanding upon pain of 
rebellion, that every ſoul there ſhould retire, the court-yard 
was cleared, as it were in an inſtant, and not a man left 
upon the Place, 7 
The viceroy, having beheld with no ſmall ſurprize, 
this kind of a miracle, renewed the conference with the 
archbiſhop and Maſaniello ; wherein it was reſolved, © that 
the capitulations, that had been ſigned by the viceroy, 
% and the collateral council, and the council of ſtate, 
«© ſhould be forthwith printed, and that on the Saturday 
4 following, they ſhould be again read publickly in the 
« cath church. After wich his excellency, the 
% councils aforcſaid, and all the officers and magiſtrates 
* of the kingdom, ſhould take a ſolemn oath to obſerve 
« them inviolably for ever; as alſo, to obtain the ratifi- 
« cation of them, as ſoon as poſlible, from his catholick 
* majeſty.” The conference then broke up; and the 
viceroy having made many proteſtations of friendſhip and 
eſteem to Mataniello, and wizhal aſſured him, © that he 
% was much behelden to.him, tor that by his ſtrict ſeveri- 
* ty, he had rid the city of ſo many ruffians and outlaws : 
* he ended, by telling him, that as he highly approved his 
* conduct hitherio, io now, be left the management of 
«ofa; 
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« affairs wholly to his care and wiſdom.” Whether theſe 
laſt words were ſeriouſly ſpoken by the viceroy, or only 
by way of compliment ; 'tis certain, Maſaniello interpret- 
ed them ſo much to his advantage, that from that mo- 
ment to the laſt of his life, he ated, and in all reſpects 
govern'd, as if he had been king of Naples; ſettling, 
and G— by his own private authority, all matters 
Civil and military. But the viceroy did not diſmiſs Maſa- 
niello, without conferring upon him ſome more ſubſtan- 
tial marks of his favour, than compliments and fair ſpceeh- 
es only: for, he made him a preſent of a golden chain, 
vw indeed he ſeveral times refuſed ; * at the arch- 

iſhops earneſt entreaty at length accepted of it; he was at 
the — time, by his „ duke of St. 
George. The viceroy accompanied this great honour, with 
many careſſes, which probably were meant only to a- 
muſe Maſaniello ; who, after having kiſſed the viceroy's 
knee, and taken his leave, waited upon the archbiſhop to 
his palace; and from thence retired in his eminence's coach 
preetty late in the evening to his own houſe, attended by 
a nymberleſs throng of people, who, by their acclamations, 
bonfires, and ringing of bells, gave publick demoriſtrations 
of their joy and gratitude. 


Fuly 12. The day following, Maſaniello iſſued out a 
proclamation, whereby he declared, That the office of 
captain general, to which the people had promoted him, 
had been confirmed to him by the viceroy: and at the 
ſame time, cauſing another tribunal to be erected in Toledo- 
ſtreet, and furniſhed with all manner of inſtruments uſed 
in executions, he appointed a deputy to act there under him: 
and applied himſelf with as much ardour, and more autho- 
rity than ever, to the exterminating the banditti, and the 

niſning of offenders, which he did with ſo much rigid 

uſtice, that among other examples of his ſeverity, a baker 
who had made his bread ſome ounces lighter than the aſſize, 
was by him adjudged to be burnt alive in his own oven; 
and the ſentence was executcd accordingly. 

The fiſherman however was not ſo entirely taken up in 
Purſuit of the outlaws, and other flagitious perſons, but he 
zevived, this morning, ſevcral bans and orders formerly 


publiſhe d 


86 The RISE and FALL of 


publiſhed ; and exhibited many new ones, relating to the 
polity and civil government of the city. Among theſe 
was, an order commanding all perſons within an hour 
« of _— to retire to their reſpective dwellings : an or- 
der, for 


tradeſmen and ſhop-keepers to open their ſhops 
« on the morrow, and follow their occupations as uſual : 
* an order, that ſtrangers as well as natives, do put up the 
« arms of the king of Spain on the right-hand of their 
gates, and thoſe of the moſt faithful people on the left: 
and whereas, ſince the beginning of the troubles, ſeveral 
noblemen, cavaliers and ladies had betaken themſelves to 
divers convents, nunneries, and other religious houſes, in 
order to avoid the fury of an ungovernable multitude ; a- 
nother order was publiſhed by Maſaniello, commanding 
them, forthwith to repair to their own houſes. All theſe 
orders, (together with many more too tedious and too tri- 
fling to mention) being affixed to poſts and publick build- 
ings, and ſuſcribed "THOMAS ANIELLO «C'Amalphi, 
head and captain-general of the moſt faithful people of 
Naples, were obeyed with ſtrict exactneſs, by perſons of 
every rank and quality. And indeed, our fiſherman, who 
knowing of what ill conſequence it would be, to ſuffer the 
crime of diſobedience to go unpuniſhed, would never have 
* the leaſt infringement of any of his commands: 
was ſatisfied, that nothing was ſo requiſite in carrying 
on his great deſign, as the exact obedience of the people, 
and therefore, from the beginning of the inſurreclion, he 
chiefly applied himſelf to form them to it; and he wiſely 
judged with Epaminondas, that the obedience of a ſoldier 
js the firmeſt baſis and ay rt of a general, whoſe arms, 
with this advantage, can ſeldom fail of ſucceſs. 
But, fince I have mentioned the name of Epaminondas, 
I ſhall take the liberty to relate a memorable ſtory of that 
great man, which, as it is pertinent to our ſubject, will 
not, I hope, be thought foreign to the purpeſe. This re- 
nowned general of the Thebans, being on the point of giv- 
ing battle to the Greeks, was by the oracle adviſcd to de- 
fer the engagement, becauſe the ſtars portended an abſo- 
lute defeat of his army, and on the other hand, promiſed 
a ſucceisfal event to his enemies. But Epaminondas 
hole wiſdom equalied his courage, bcchought himſelf o 
0 an 
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an ingenious ſtratagem, by which he advanced his glory 
in ſpite of the malignant influence of the ſtars. The ſtra- 
tagem was this: he writ in a pair of tablets, © if you o- 
„% bey your leaders, the oracle declares you victorious; 
and in other tablets he writ, © If you obey not your 
leaders the oracle denounces deſtruction; and then 
„ ns 06 00 _ to his ſoldiers, who, 
finding that ſu victory depended n their 
heli” to their commander, with Ss 
forced the intrenchment of the enemy, and came off 
victorious. 

While Maſaniello was jſſuing out orders, hearing of 
complaints, receiving petitions, redreſſing grievances, and 
paſſing decrees, information was given by his agents, that 
they had taken a felucca with fix mariners aboard, and 
four ſhort coats compleatly armed, upon one of whom 
they had found a large pacquet of letters ; that they had 
bound them, and came to know his pleaſure, how they 
ſhould diſpoſe of the priſoners. The general ordered them 
to be brought before him; which being accordingly done, 
and the letters opened, it appeared that they were ſent 
from the duke of Mataloni to his ſecretary : but, nothing 
of their contents could be underſtood, becauſe they were 
written in a myſterious and unintelligible cypher : Ma- 
ſanĩello therefore commanded the ſhort coats to be drag- 
ged to the rack, in hopes that torments might force them 
to a diſcovery. But whether they were ignorant of any 
deſign, or would not diſcloſe what they knew, they ſuffer'd 
long the torture, and then had their heads taken off and fix'd 
upon poles, for an example to deter others from bringing 
meſſages from the declared enemies of the common- 
wealth. The fix mariners were alio ſtrictly examined, 
but their innocence appearing evidently by the ingenuity 
of their anſwers, they were acquitted and ſet at liberty. 

Though nothing, as was before obſerved, could be 
learned from the intercepted letters, tending to the hart 
or prejudice of the moſt faithful :, ople, yet did very 
much increaſe Maſaniello's diffidence ; and ore to 
prevent the duke of Mataloni from putting in practice 
any project he might have on foot, appointed thirty thou- 
fand men more for the guard of the city and ſuburbs, and 
zenewed the order of the preceding day, to let none come 

| us 


83 We RISE and FALL of 


in or go out at the city gates without his ſpecial permiſ- 
fion. Moreover, he detached ſeveral parties of armed men 
to go in ſearch of the duke's ſervants, and of ſuch other 
perions as were either related to him, or had any depend- 
ance upon him ; being fully reſolved, to w his ven- 
geance upon him in the perſons of his friends or domeſ- 
ticks. Whereupon ſeveral of them being apprehended 
and brought before him, he cauſed them to be tortured, in 
order to make them reveal where the duke was, or where 
he had concealed his goods: among theſe, a ſlave of the 
duke's being taken as he was leading a couple of fine 
horſes, in order to ſave his life, declared, that his Maſ- 
ter's goods were hid in ſeveral monaſteries which he nam- 
ed; the heads of which, upon the general's ſummons, ſur- 
rendered all the duke's rich moveables, computed to be 
worth above five hundred thouſand crow ns, beſides four 
thouſand crowns in ſpecie. Maſaniello cauſed the ſaid 
goods to be immediately conveyed to a magazine near 
the market place, and there laid up without any body's 
daring under pain of death, to carry off the leaſt rag ; but 
the money he diſtributed among the centinels whom he 
had appointed for the defence of the city. And not con- 
tented witi having deprived this nobleman of ſo many 
riches, he ordered his palace at Chiagia, which was a 
noble and magnificent ſtrufture, to be burnt; in the exe- 
cution of which order, the furious rabble happening to 
find his picture, after they had ſtrangely mangled and diſ- 
figured it, preſented it to Maſaniello, who hung it upon the 
ſame poſt to which the head and foot of don Pepe Caraf- 
fa were faſtened, putting this inſcription in large letters 
underneath : 


This is the Duxe of MATALOMNT, 
REBEL to his MAJESTY, 


And Traitor to the moſt faithful People. 


There was one thing very remarkable in this event, which. 
by many was looked upon as a judgment of God, name 
Iy, that the poſt on which were wipended the head of 
Caraffa, and the eſſigies of the duke of Malaloni, were 
eretted upon the very ſpot where the innocent and unfor- 
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tunate prince of Sanza had, at the inſtigation of theſe two 
brothers, been beheaded, purſuant to the ſentence 

upon him by the duke of Medina de las 'Torres, then 
viceroy of Naples. 

While Maſaniello was thus ſatiating his rage, not only 
upon the duke of Mataloni, but upon ſeveral other rich 
perſons, whoſe houſes were by his command either burnt 
or demoliſhed, the viceroy who ſaw himſelf quite deſti- 
tute of Proviſions in Caſtelnovo, ſent him a meſſenger to 
acquaint him with his neceſſities, and to deſire him to 
ſend him ſome relief. Maſaniello readily conſented, and 
ſent him fifty men heavy loaden with all ſorts of provi- 
fions : and to ſhew himſelf ſtill more complaiſant to the 
Spaniards, he ordered great ſtore of victualz, as well as 
a ſupply of money to be given to Doria the admiral, who, 
notwithſtanding his repeated inſtances to Maſaniello, could 
never obtain leave either for himſelf or any of his men to 
come aſhore. 

By this time, the fiſherman of Amalphi grown inſolent 
with ſucceſs and power, expected obſervance from every 
body, even the prelates of the church; and therefore he 
ſent a meſſage to the viceroy, intimating that he won- 
dered he had not ſeen cardinal Trivultio all this while. 
The cardinal, who had an apartment inthe viceroy's pa- 
lace, being adviſed by his excellency and the archbiſhop 
to viſit Maſſaniello, who otherwiſe might be apt to take 

ion, and perhaps affront his lordſhip, went in his 
coach to the et-place, where he ſaluted the barefooted 
fiſherman with the title of moſt illuſtrious; to which Maſa- 
niello replying, ſaid this vifit from your eminence, though 
indeed it be ſomething of the lateſt, is neverthelets accepta- 
ble to me. The ftanders-by could ſcarce forbear laughing 
at his words; and ſome of them were even offended, to ſee 
a fellow extracted out of the dirt, aſſume as much ſtate as 
if. he had been the greateſt prince in Chriſtendom. His emi- 
nence, after a ſhort viſit, took his leave, and Maſaniello 
ordered two files of muſqueteers to conduct him to the caſ- 
tle, but, before he could well get there, ſeveral gentlemen 
came in the viceroy's name, to return Maſaniello thanks 
tor OG 20 Os in, CG 
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cellency. And ſoon after, he received another meſſage 
from the vice-queen, who defired to know how he did, 
and alſo preſented him with a rich ſuit of cloaths, which 
the pray d him to wear for her ſake. 


July 13. D. Sab. The great day at length a 
in which the inhabitants of Naples expected to ſee the pub- 
lick tranquility fully reſtored and firmly eſtabliſhed, by the 
ſolemn ſanction of the capitulations; the ceremony of which, 
was appointed to be in the cathedral church. Maſaniello 
having ſpent all the morning in hearing cauſes, redreſſing 
greivances, and making ſeveral regulations relating to affairs 
both civil and military, the viceroy, immediately after din- 
ner, ſent him a pair of very fine horſes very richly capari- 
ſoned, the one for hinſelf, and the other for his brother, to 
appear with at the cavalcade. All things being in readi- 
neſs, Maſaniello and his brother both dreſſed in cloth of 
filver tiſſue, moved flowly towards the caſtle, the former 
bearing a drawn ſword in his hand, and the latter the arti- 
cules of capitulation. Next after theſe came Julio Geno- 
vino and Ciccio Arpaja, the elect of the people; followed 
by a vaſt multitude of *people, which thickned from ſtreet to 
ſtreet, by others that joined them as they went along. Be- 
ing arrived at the palace, Maſaniello met with a moſt cour- 
teous reception from the viceroy, and ſoon after came down 
again with his excellency, the collateral council the council 
of ſtate, aud all the principal officers and magiſtrates of 
the kingdom, who, in great pomp and order, went toge- 
ther to the cathedral. The archbiſhop, at the head of his 
ehapter, ſtood ready at the church-door to receive them : 
.and being entered and ſeated every one, according to his 
rank and degree of precedence, the capitulations were read 
aloud by Donnato Coppola ſecretary of the kingdom ; af- 
ter which the viceroy, the councils of ſtate and war, the 
royal chamber of Santa Chiara, the tribunals of the chan- 
cery, and all the civil and criminal judges of the great 
court of the Vicaria, ſworn upon the holy evangelitts to 
obſerve them inviolably forever, and to procure without 
delay the ratification of them from his catholick majeſty. 
During the reading of the articles, Maſaniello ſtood up 
al the while with his ſword drawn in his hand, and was ex- 
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ceeding buſy in explaining ſome of them to the people, 

ing very much upon others: but as ſoon as the 
oath had adminiſtered, and te deum ſung by an excel - 
lent chorus, he made an harangue, wherein he addreſſed 
himſelf ſometimes to the viceroy, and ſometimes to the 
multitude; confounding ſeveral good things with many 
ſenſeleſs and impertinent ones, which the pride of having 
fucceſsfully brought about ſo great a deſign, made him 
utter with undaunted boldneſs 4 freedom of ſpeech. Ha- 
ving finiſhed his diſcourſe, he began to tear in pieces the 
rich dreſs he had on, and deſired the archbiſhop and the 
viceroy to help him off with it, ſaying, that as he had 
« only put it on for the honour of the ceremony, it was 
* now become uſeleſs ſince that was ended; that, for his 
part, he had done all he had to do, and would now re- 
turn to his hook and line, this proceeding ſeems to have 
been a prelude to the madneſs which ſhortly after poſſeſſed 
him. However, being made to underſtand, that 1t would 
be a very indecent thing to ſtrip in the church, and in 
the preſence of ſo many perſons, he went out with the 
viceroy, who, with all the nobility and gentry that attend- 
ed him, made a proceſſion through all the publick ſtreets 
in the city, and then returned to the caſtle, where he was 
ſaluted by ſeveral peals of ordnance. Maſaniello having 
taken leave of the viceroy, went back to his own houſe in 
the market-place, through all the acclamations and —_— 
that were given him by the people as the great reſtorer 6 
their privileges. 


July 14. Thus ended that happy day, which crown'd 
all Naples with joy, and put a new face upon the whole 
city, and next, Maſaniello, as the author of their great 
change, was congratulated, and received the compliments 
of ſeveral of the nobility and gentry, the miniſters of ſtate, 
and almoſt all the eccleſiaſticks and religious orders of the 
city, who, from thence went to pay their reſpects alſo to 
the archbiſhop, and returned him thanks, for having by his 
ardent zeal and indefatigable pains, contributed very much 
to bring their troubles to ſo happy a period. | 

But Maſaniello, who from the ſeventh day of July tothe 
Sunday following, had behaved himſelf with fo much 
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wiſdom and kingly authority, to the great ſurprize of eve- 
ry body, ou dilirious all on a ſudden, evident marks of 
of which firſt appeared, by the manner in which he treated 
the moſt illuſtrious Caraffelli, archbiſhop of Santa Severina. 
This prelate having occaſion to repair to his archbiſhoprick, 
and there being an order ftill in force, which forbid any 
body to go out of the city, without a licence firſt obtained 
from Maſanicllo, he went to his houſe in order to procure 
one, what woulifſt thou have, my fine lord, ſaid the 
% fiſherman?” as ſoon as he ſaw him. © Your leave, re- 
«« plied his eminence, to go to my church in Calabria, 
« whither my affairs call me.” Upon which Maſaniello 
call'd out, Who waits there? let four hundred men get 
ready inſtantly to accompany my lord as far as his biſho- 
% prick. Sir, ſays the archbiſhop, I do not go by land, 
= — fa; and, for that purpoſe, have provided four 
* feluccas, to tranſport me and my family. Four feluccas, 
« anſwered Maſaniello! you mean forty, my lord; at 
< leaſt I intend you ſhall have ſo many to attend you. Sir, 
reply d the archbiſhop, I thank you, but four are ſuffi- 
*« cient as well as forty; more would not only be needleſs, 
but troubleſome. Well, ſays Maſaniello, taking in his 
hand a bag full of double piſtoles, as to that, your lord, 
= N leaſe; but you ſhan't refuſe this 
little preſent, which I defire you to accept of, twill de- 
* iray the expence of your voyage. The prelate ſmil'd, 
as giving him many thanks, told ham, he did not want 
them, nay, replicd Maſaniello, did not I ſay I would 
* not be refuſed ? here, I command you, upon pain of 
„my diſpleaſure, to take them.“ The archbiſhop thinking 
It might not be ſafe to reſiſt the caprice of a madman, was 
forced to compound, and at laſt accepted of five hundred 
of them: the fiſherman then gave him a paſſ- port in writ- 
ing, and having embraced him, wiſhed him a good voyage. 
Much about the ſame time, a gentleman of Auverſa com- 
ing to ſpeak with him about ſome private concerns of his 
own, he diſpatched him with a kick on the bra ch, 

ſaying, be gone, I make thee prince of Auverſa.” 
Many and various are the reflections that have beep made 
upon this ſudden madneſs of Mafaniello. Some were of 
opinion, that that ſtupendous height of power to which M 
| arrived 


arrived, as it were in an inſtant, made him giddy, and turn- 
ed his brains. Others will have it to be occaſioned by 
the prodigious and continual fatigues he underwent, ſcarce 
ever allowing himſelf time to take the natural refreſhments 
of foodor ſleep. But the moſt prevailingandreceivedopinion 
is, that the viceroy had given him an intoxicating draught, 
which by inflaming his blood, ſhould make him commit 
ſuch extravagances, as would oblige the people to diſpiſe 
and forſake him. 

Without entering into a particular relation of all his fol- 
lies and extravagancies, I ſhall only obſerve, that the Sun- 
day immediately following the concluſion of the treaty, 
he got on horſeback, and riding full ſpeed through all the 
ſtreets of Naples, he not only abuſed, maimed, and even 
killed ſeveral perſons who had the misfortune to come 
in his way; but alſo cauſed ſeveral officers, for the moſt 
2 3 to be apprehended, and put inſtantly 
to death 

About three of the clock in the afternoon, he went to 
the palace, having a ragged coat on his back, only one 
ſtocking, and without either hat, ſword, or band; and 
ſhewing himſelf in this equipage to the viceroy, he told 
him, © he was almoſt ſtarv'd to death, and would fain eat 
« ſomething.” Whereupon his excellency calling to his ſer- 
vants, and commanding ſomething to be brought ad tet 
before the lord Maſaniello, Amalphi reply' d. that it 
« was no matter, for he did not come then to eat, but to 
« defire his excellency to accompany him as far as Poſi!lip-. 
* po, where they ſhould take a collation together, having 
« provided every thing neceſſary for that purpoſe; aid 
at the ſame time giving a fignal, ſeveral mariners came in, 
loaden with all ſorts of fruits and dainties. But the vice- 
roy, who was not in an humour to drink with the crazy 
filherman, excuſed himſelf on account of a pain in his hea, 
with which, he ſaid, he was that very moment taken ; and 
ordering his on goudola to be made ready, NMiaſan iello 
went aboard, and was attended by forty fcluccas, which 
were filled with perſons who tried all means poſſible to di- 
vert him; ſome of them dancing, ſome playing upon mu- 
fical inſtruments, and others diving to pick up trveral pieces 


of gold which ac threw into the icq. 
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This agrecable airing, inſtead of refreſhing him, rather 
contributed to extinguiſh that ſmall ſpark of reaſon that 
was left in him, and wholly deprived him of his ſenſes. 
For, tis rted of him, that in going and coming, he 
drank no leſs than twelve bottles of a ftrong-bodied wine cal- 
led Lachrimz Chriſti, which ſo dried up his brain, that he 
was never after ſeen to act or ſpeak rationally. In the 
mean while Maſaniello's wife went to viſit the vice - queen, 
in a new coach, which the duke of Mataloni had beſpoke 
for his wedding-day, and for which he was to pay eight 
thouſand ducats: ſhe was magniticently dreſs'd, and had 
about her a vaſt quantity of rich jewels, that had been pre- 
ſented to her by her excellency. The vice-queen gave her 
a very honourable reception; and having treated her in a 
moſt ſplendid manner and put upon her finger a ring of 

eat value, ſhe returned home very well pleaſed, with her 
Puſband's mother, and lis two ſiſters, who had accompa- 
nied her in this viſit. ' 

Mataniello being return'd late from Poſylippo, he ap- 
pear'd again the ncxt day on horſe-back, riding up and 
down the city like a devil broke looſe, and ftriking and 
wounding with his draun ſword every body he met with: 
nor did his frenzy diſcover itſelf leſs by his words than by 
his actions: for ſometimes, he talk'd of giving up the ſu- 

command, and indeed he had actually ſent a meſſage 
to the duke of Arcos the day before to that effect; and at 
other times, he ſaid, he would take off the viceroy's head. 
He ſent an order under pain of death and firing, to Don 
Ferrant and Don Carlos Caracciolo, two nobles, to 
come and kiſs his feet publickly in the market-place, 
for not ſtepping out of their coaches to ſalute him, as 
they accidentally paſſed by him in the ſtreet. 

The viceroy being inform'd at large of theſe horrid ex- 
travaganc:es, and fearing, that this madman, back'd by a 
mutinous rabble, might tome time or other make him feel 
the effects of his frantick fury, he fortified himſelf once 
more in Caſtelnovo, by digging a deep trench all round it, 
and introduced as many ſoldiers as he could get together. 
But while he was employed in providing thus for his own 
defence, Don Ferrant and Don Carlos, inflead of obeying 
the fiſherman's infolent ſummons, came and preſented 

| themſelves 
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themſelves before the viceroy ; deploring the miſerable and 
abje& condition of the Neapolitan nobility, who, all on 
a ſudden fallen from their ancient glory, now ſaw themſelves 
trampled under feet, by a wretch that was ſprung from the 
very dreggs of the rabble. As they were yet ſpeaking, 
Genovino and Arpaja alſo came in, heavily complainin 
againſt Maſaniello, who, but a few hours before, had can 
one of them, and given a flap on the face to the other. 
They told the viceroy, that theſe ſtrange and unreaſonable 
proceedings had to terrihed the civiller tort of people, and 
taken them off their affection from Maſaniello, that many 
of the chief citizens having by their advice met together, 
they came to a reſolution of letting his excellency know, 
that provided they could be well aſſured of never being 
« moleſted in the enjoyment of the immunities and privi- 
leges reſtored, they would no longer follow Maſaniello, 
but inſtantly return to their former obedience and duty 
to his excellency.” The viceroy, being glad to hear 
that the people were in the very diſpoſition he could wiſh, 
immediately publiſhed a new ban, by which he re-confirm- 
ed the capitulations ; which was no ſooner done, but a con- 
ſiderable number of citizens met in the piazza of St. Au- 
ſtin, where it was unanimouſly agreed, that the office of 
% head and captain-general of the people ſhould be taken 
„ away from Maſanicllo, and that he ſhould be confin'd in 
«* a ſtrong hold for the remainder of his days: but no- 
body could find in his heart, to take away the life of him 
who had reſtor'd the publick liberty, and tree'd his country. 
But theſe reſolutions were not powerful enough to remove 
the viceroy's fears; and though he imagined he ſaw Maſa- 
niello deſtitute of power, and faſt bound in chains, yet, 
even in this light, he could not conſider him without tremb- 
ling: he therefore reſolved not to reject the propoſal that 
was made him by Michel Angelo Ardizonne, who offered 
to make away with him at the hazard of his on life, and 
the better to encourage him to put in execution this hardy 
undertaking, the viceroy promited him, among other things, 
a reward of ten thouſand crawns. 5 


In the mean time, Maſaniello, who had taken t' other 


jaunt to Poſillippo, and being ignorant of what was intend- 
ed againſt him, was now upon his return; and being land- 
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ed, to do a thouſand extravagant things: at laſt he 
leap'd with all his cloaths on into the ſea; from whence 
ſoon after coming out again, and brandiſhing his ſword a- 
loft, he ran full drive among the crowd that was ſtandin 
upon the beach, who, fearing he ſhould do ſome miſchief 
were obliged in their own defence to make ſure of his per- 
ſon : and accordingly, having laid hold on him and bound 
him, they carried him to his own houſe, where they left 
him + a ſtrong and ſure guard. 


Next morning being Tueſday, the 16th of Taiy, * 
co Vitale, a young man of great wit and vivacity, 
chief ſecretary to Maſaniello, being got out of the 24 
where, it ſeems, he had been, upon ſome pretence or o- 
cher, detain'd all night, for * ſhould dive into, and 
diſcover to his maſter, the ſecret deſigns that were carrying 
on againſt him; it happened, I fay, that as he was going 
along, he met, not far from the palace, ſeveral companies of 
ſoldiers in arms; and inſolently aſking them, by whoſe au- 
thority they had taken up arms? one of the captains ſaid, 

'twas by order of the viceroy. Tis well, (replied Vitale 
very unſeaſonably) I am going directly to the —_— 
and thy head ſhall pay for't. The captain anſwer'd this 
menace, no otherwiſe than by running his ſword into the 
body of this unfortunate wretch, wh with this wound, 
and ap piſtol-ſhot that ſucceeded it, fell down dead upon 
the 

8 that if this accident ſhould come 
to the knowledge of Maſaniello, he might get the ſtart of 
him and keep upon his guard, he urged the conſpirators to 
| haſten his death. But, this poor lunatick, having a little 
before made his eſcape out of cuſtody, went into the church 
ot our lady of Carmine, whoſe feſtival being this day to be 
celebrated, was fil'd with a vaſt number of perſons' who 
came there to perform their devotions, and waited for the 
archbiſnop's coming to fing maſs. As ſoon as he pen. 
Maſaniello went up to him, and told him, « that he pla 
* ty perceived the people had abandoped Ted 
went about to take away his life; G auer he muſt die, 
he deſired that the viceroy, and all the tribunals of Na- 
* ples, would ſirſt make a ſolemn proceſſion to the mop 
holy 
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* holy mother of Carmine, his patroneſs, and that after- 
* wards death would be welcome to him; and at the 
ſame time, putting a letter into the hands of the archbi- 
ſhop, he deſired his eminence to ſend ſome- body with it to 
the viceroy. The archbiſſiop having kindly embraced him, 
and very much commended him for his religious zeal, im- 
mediately diſpatched one of his gentlemen with the letter 
to the palace ; and then coming up to the altar, he put 
himſelf in a poſture to begin the ſervice, when Maſaniello 
going into the pulpit, and holding out a crucifix in his 
hand, directed himſelf to the prople, and carneſtly be- 
ſought them not to forſake him; p. tting them in mind ot 
** the dangers and the toils which he had encountered and 
undergone for their fake; the great deliverance be 
had wrought for them; and laſtiy, the rich and ineitt- 
«* mable benefits which he kad procured them, and they 
* had ſo lately ſeen confirmed in this church.“ Eut the ve- 
hemency of his diſcourie, throwing him into one of his 
raving fits; he began to condemn himſelf for the badnels 
of his paſt life, and exorted every one to make the like 
*« conteflion to their ghoſtly father, that God's anger 
might thereby be appeaſed: from thete, he ran inte. 
ſeveral other extravagant and rediculous exprefliions, iome 
of which ſavouring of hereſy, the archbiſhop was obliged 
to uſe the aſſiſtance of ſome of the attendants to get jun 
out of the pulpit. As ſoon as he was come down, he wei: 
to the altar, and throwing himſelf at the archbiſhop”; leet, 
he entreated his eminence © to depute his chaplain to the 
« viceroy, to aſſure him, that he was ready to reſign his 
c office and authority to his excellency.”” Ihe archbiſhop 
promiſed he would do it; and feeing he was all in a ſweat, 
occaſioned by the violent agitation of his ſpirits, he com- 
manded ſome of the religious to take him to their dorter, 
to have him dried, and to let him refreſh himſelf with a 
little ſeep. 

Scarce was this order executed, and the archbiſhop gone 
out of the church, when the aſſaſſins, who had cunipired 
the death of Maſaniello, came into it, and from thence 
paſſed to the cloyſter, crying out, long live the king of 
Spain, and let none from henceforth upon pain of death o- 
bey Maſaniello. Tho' the conſpirators were but very 
Nun XIII. N few 
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few in number, yet, the people did not oppoſe them, but 
on the contrary, making way for them, they went ftrait 
to the convent, ſearching and enquiring every-where for 
Maſaniello. This unhappy man, hearing ſome-body call 
Maſaniello, runs out to meet his murderers, ſaying, © is 
« jt me you look for, my le? behold, I am here; 
but all the anſwer he had, was from four muſquets that were 
fired upon him all at one time, by Salvatore Cataneo, Car- 
los Cataneo, Angelo Ardizone, and Andrea Rama. He 
inſtantly dropp'd down upon the place, and having but juſt 
time enough to cry out, “ ah! ungrateful traytors, he 
breathed his laſt. Salvatore Cataneo then cut off his head, 
and fixing it on the top of a ſpear, he and his accomplices 
carried it directly to the viceroy, crying out all the way, 
as they went along, Maſaniello is dead ; Maſaniello 1s 
dead : let the king of Spain live, and let no-body preſume 
hereafter to name Maſaniello. This bold action fo daunted 
the rabble, who, to the number of about eight or ten thou- 
ſand, were then in the church or in the market-place, that 
they were ſo far from avenging the death of their captain- 
general by that of his murderers, that they ſeem'd ſtupified 
and motionleſs ; and in this occurrence, gave a memorable 
inftance of the inconſtancy of the populace, whoſe love 
may be juſtly compared to a broken reed, which, whoever 
leans upon, is ſure of falling. In ſhort, this ſame people 
who, from the firſt commencement of the inſurrection, had 
loved Malaniello even to adoration, calmly ſaw him mur- 
dered, and without murmering ſuffered his head to be ta- 
ken off, and afterwards thrown into a ditch call'd the cora- 
ditch by his homicides; whilſt his hody, at the inſtigation 
of his enemies, was, as he himſelf had foretold it , dragg'd 
chro' all the kennels of Naples by a company of black- 
guards, who, when they were tired with hauling it about, 
caſt 4 into another town-ditch, that lies without Porta 
Nolana. 

It would be difficult to difcribe the tranſports of the no- 
bility and gentry upon this occaſion. They, who dared not 
ſhew their s, or ſtir abroad during the commotione, 
came now in ſholes, as one may ſay, te congratulate the 
viceroy upon this happy period and the death of Maſani- 
ello. After which his excellency, accompanied by the 
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archbiſhop, and the chief officers and magiſtrates of the 
kingdom, went with greatſolemnity to the church of Car- 
mine, to return God thanks and the moſt glorious patron 
of Naples St. Gennaro, whoſe ſacred head and blood were 
taken out and expoſed to publick view. This act of de- 
votion being performed, his exceilency the viceroy ſhewed 
himſelf in the market-place, where he cauſed the confir- 
mation of the articles 1worn to the Saturday before, to be 
proclaim'd by ſound of pow; and then returned to his 
palace, with the univerſal acclamations of that very rabble, 
who, but a few days before, had pulled him by the whiſk- 
ers, and offered him all manner of indignities. 

Thus rofe and fell Maſaniello of Amalphi, the dread of 
the Spaniards, the avenger of publick oppreſſions, and the 
ſaviour of his deſolate country. All antiquity cannot fur- 
niſh us with ſuch another example as his; and after-ages 
will hardly believe what height of power this mungrel ſo- 
vereign arrived to, who, trampling bare-toot on a throne, 
and wearing a mariner's cap inſtead of a diadem, in the 
ſpace of four days, raiſed an army of above 150, ooo men, 
and made himſelf maſter of one of the moit populous cities 
in the world; of Naples, the metropolis of ſo many fair 
provinces, and at once the mother and the nurſe of ſo many 
illuſtrious princes, and renowned heroes. And as if for- 
tune, that capricious jilt, had taken delight in raiſing a 
fiſherman above the greateſt monarch, ſhe not only ſubmit- 
ted to his empire, that innumerable rabble that always 
followed hun, but even that ancicnt and generous Neapoli- 
tan nobility itſelf, whoſe glorious atchievements had nlled 
the whole univerſe wich their tame. In ſhort, it may be a- 
averred without exceſs, that neither the moſt formidable 
tyrant, nor the princes the moſt beloved, were ever lo much 
dreaded, or fo quickly obeyed as Maſaniello was, during 
his ſhort but ſtupendous reign. His orders were without 
reply; his decrees wichout appeal; and the deſtiny of all 
Naples, might be ſaid to depend upon a ſingle motion of 
his hand. 

Thoſe who have moſt curiouſly enquired into this great 
and ſudden revolution of which he was the author, have 
for the molt part look d upon it as a pure and immediate 
eſfect of God's — who, to chaſiite the _—_ 
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the pride and the barbarity of the Spaniſh miniſters, which 
were then at their higheſt piteh, ſingled out the arm of the 
this poor nᷣmerman to ente lis anger. Nor is this o- 
pinion without foundation, tor if we examine the actions 
and accidents of Maſaniclio s lite, we ſhall find them too 
wonderful, no: to have been ju a peculiar manner directed 
by the hand of providence. A report goes that whilit he 
was yet in the cradle, two capuchins acciderially calling 
in at his mcther's houſe. one of them took him into ius 
arms, and ha- ing look'd very ſtead la iy upon him for ſome 
time, he told ber, that : Ci. id ſhould one Cay come 
to be the maſter of Naples, but that his government 
« would have but a very ſhortduration.”” We have already 
taken notice of his own prophecie:, relating to his death, 

together with the cauſe, time, and manner of it But, 
what will rate our admiration moſt of all is, that he, who 
had never had any education, and who had always pailed 
among thoſe of his acquaintance for a n.cer natural, 
was all on a ſudden ſeen to act and ipeak, as if he had 
bee:: alv-ays converſant in politicks and the manageraent 
of publick affairs. Ard incced it is matter of admiration, 
with how much wiidum he made, and maintain'd in the 
very heat of the commotions, the moſt uſeful orders and 
regulations that the wife? legiſlators and the nioſt experien - 
ced generals cculd ever be capable of; with what art and 
addreſs he infinuated himſelf ao the hearts of fo many 
thouſands cf men, by far his ſuperiors, encouraging the: 
fearful, extolling the bold, reproaching the coward, ard 
moſt pathetically deſcribing to all, the miierable late of 
their country, groauing under the heavy exatlions of proud 
ard avaritious miniters, and auurating them to revenge 

and recrefs themieives ! Carciral blomaiing himſelf, has 
acknowledged, that in the ſeveral conferences he had with 
him with reipect to the treaty of accommodation, he lud 
often been amazed at the iolidity of his judgment, and 
the ſubtilty of his contrivances. In ſhort, if we do but 
refle& upon the greatne:s of that emerprine which he pro- 
jected. and executed for the good Gf his country: that 
indefatigable afiduity, with which he applied himſcif to 
it, Which robbed him of the hours of nouriſnment and re- 
pote, ard made bim dictace to lever. ſecretaries all at one 
tine 
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time, as {ome authors report: that juſt ſeverity, which 
oblig ing him to put ſo many perſons to death, never exer- 
ted 1{elf on any whoſe crimes had not deſerved it: but, 
above all, that noble and generous diſintereſtedneſs, which 
kept him poor in the midſt of fuch valt heaps of wealth ; 
and we {all be apt to conclude with a certain Neapolitan 
gentleman, © that Maſaniello ſeems to have been endowed 
** with no other qualifications, but ſuch as were neceflary 
for the execution of the divine vengeance.” 

As to the duke of Arcos, whether he acted wich prudence 
or no, in cauſing diam 0 to be put to death, is hard to 
determine at this diſtance, however, 1 think it may be jult- 
ly doubted, whether the death of Malaniello was not mate 
to the prejudice than the benefit of Spam. For altho' it 
may be alledged, that the {edition which he firſt promoted, 
did in appearance tend to the hurt of the ſtate, and the 
weakening of the ſovcreign authority, yet it is certain, he 
was fo tar from endeavouring to eſtrange the peoples affec- 
tions and allegiance from Philip the 1V, who reigned at 
that time, that, on the contrary, he always profeized the 
greateſt reſpect and veneration for him: for, beſides mabing 
the people oſten cry out, long live the king of Spain, and 
and commanding them to put his majeity's arms over their 
doors; his receding from that propoſition whereby the Callie; 
of Saint Elmo was to be delivered into his hands, as a ſe 
curity tor the performance of the conditions of peace, is 
an undeniable proof of his loyalty. Beſides, the ver, 
conunotions which he raiſed in Naples, may be ſaid 10 
have been in ſome manner advantageous to the Spauiards; 
ice tue contributed very much to the extirpation of ine 

outia, and other publick nuſances, and at the fame time, 
tuily revenged them on the nobhity, by the «rucl rage 
with ich tie rabble purived them. Laſtly, tile abolich- 
ment of the taxes ſeems to have been in a great ineature 
Venenclal to ] is catholiek inajeſty, hoe domam and e- vt 
revenue carce zmnounting to a million of gold year! 
da now an the point of receiving five millon all ar o. 
hy means of a dountive wich Matumello had retuived t“, 
I eto nt hin u ith. and winch he would certrawly have ac 
. tos having alivad) levied coutidcralle nns was 
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that end) if the ſuddenneſs of his death had not pre- 
vented it. 

But it is not juſt, that theſe Reflections ſhould make us 
leave the head and the Body of Maſaniello ſo long unburi- 
ed and aſunder ; and after having expoſed the ingratitude 
of the People, in forſaking their great deliverer, it is but 
reaſonable, that we ſhould alſo take ſome notice of the ſor- 
row and repentance which they expreſſed for it, by the 
pompous obſequics with which they honoured his funeral. 
July 17. The day immediately following that of his death, 

children, at the perſuaſion of ſome perſons who 
told them, it was a ſhame that the corpſe of him who had 
done ſo much for the good of his country, ſhould be thus 
expoſed to the dogs, went and fetched his body, and after 
they had waſhed and cleaned it well, carried it on a bier to 
the cathedral church of Carmine. At the ſame time, a 
oung man living in the market-place, called Jeronymo 
1 went with a company of men all armed to 
look for his head in the corn ditch; and having found it, 
he brought it along with him to the ſame place where the 
body was, in order to have them buried together. This 
being done, it was reſolved in a general aſſembly of the 
* e, who were gathered together on this occaſion, that 
ello deſerved to receive the greateſt honours, as head 
and captain general of Naples; and accordingly, his corpſe, 
by five hundred prieſts and religious, and follow- 
ed by forty thouſand men up in arms, and almoſt as many 
women with beads in their hands, was carried through ſe- 
veral of the moſt publick ſtreets of the city, with all the 
ſolemnities that are commonly uſed at the funeral of a mar- 
tial commander. As they paſſed by the palace of the 
viceroy, his excellency, to conform to the times, ſent 
eight of his with torches in their hands, to accompa- 
ny the e, and atthe ſame time, ordered the Spaniards 
who were then upon guard, to lower their enſigns and 
ſalute the body, as it was carried by. It was at lat brought 
back again to the cathedral church, and there buried; 
whilſt all the bells in Naples rung a mournful peal, and 
amidſt the tears and lamentations of an infinite multitude of 
women, who ſhewed ſo much reſpett and veneration to his 
duſt, that one may ſay, that by the effect of a popular in- 
co 
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conftancy which is not to be equalled, Maſaniello in leſs 
than three days, was obeyed like a monarch, murdered 
like a villain, and reveer d like a ſaint. 

Thus have I traced the hiſtory of the Neapolitans from 
the firſt origin of their civil contentions and ſufferings, 
under a ravenous and over-bearing miniſtry, to the firit 
period of tyranny and oppreſſion among them ; that 
is to ſay, to their being reſtored to the full poſieſſion 
of their rights and privileges by the fiſherman-hero. 
Happy had it been for them, had they never been moleſted 
in the enjoyment of them, and the publick taith always 
remained inviolate! but alas! they were ſoon made ſen- 
fible by a fatal experience, that the moſt ſacred, and moſt 
religious oaths and covenants, are not ſtrong enough to 
bind princes, nor their miniſters to act contrary to their 
views of intereſt and ambition, as will evidently appear by 
what follows. Not many days after Maſaniello's death, the 
viceroy made Julio Genovino preſident of one of the 
courts of juſtice, and gave him beſides, ſeveral other pub- 
lick marks of his favour and eſteem. The people were 
ſurprized at it; and they could not conceive what it was, 
that ſhould induce the viceroy to give ſuch extraordinary 
domonſtrations of favour, to a man, who had, with the 
greateſt warmth, ſo lately eſpouſed the intereſt of the 
Neapolitans, and upon all occaſions had in a particular 
manner, manifeſted his enmity to the Spaniards : this was 
a myſtery to them, and they were at loſs to unriddle it. 
But it was not long before they were undeceived, by the 
publication of the printed treaty. They obſerved, that 
the fourteenth article in it, contain'd a ſalvo, which had 
not been read to them in the cathedral-church, and which 
indeed, made the treaty void and of no effect. The purport 
of it is as follows. That all taxes and imports till then 
«« impoſed and exacted, ſhould be abrogated and annulled 
« for ever; ſuch of them only EXCEPTED, as were 
alienated to private or particular perions, which ſhould 

« always ſubfiſt, any thing in this treaty mentioned to the 
4 contrary, notwithitandiug.” Now, there being no tax 
in the kingdom, but what was alienated, all the taxes con- 
ſequently remained ſtill in force; and this treaty, that was 
concluded with ſo much ſolemnity, and — _ 
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firmed by ſo many oaths, was only a politick fetch, to lull 
the people aſleep, till the miniſtry ſhould find a fit opportu- 
nity to replunge them into a ſtate of ſlavery and ſubjection. 
But all crimes are not ſucceſsful alike ; and the allwiſe pro- 
vidence of heaven would not ſuffer ſo notorious a violation 
of the publick faith, ſworn, and pledg'd upon the altars, 
to go unpuniſhed. Thoſe who had firſt diſcover'd the 
fraud, immediately communicate it to their neighbours. 
Thele again divulge it to the people. In an inſtant, the 
whole city is alarm d. Multitudes of people flock together 
in haſte to the market-place, as is uſual in caſes of publick 
danger. They plainly perceive now, the reaſon of Geno- 
vino's new preferment, and they conclude, “ that he has 
ſold them tothe miniſtry.” On a ſudden, they give a 
looſe to their rage and indignation ; they fly to their arms; 
and in the firſt heat of their furious reſentment, they utter 
a thouſand dreadful imprecations againſt the government, 
in whom they could no longer confide. This was the be- 
ginning of a civil war, that in the end proved fatal to the 
Spaniards. The authors of it, unimproved by ſo recent an 
example of what an injured and exaſperated people can do 
in their own deience, and the defence of their liberty, ſoon 
ſaw themſelves and their country involved in all the cal: mi- 
ties and horrors that attend intefline feuds and diſſentions. 
And ſome of them, by meeting with a more hafty and ex- 
emplary puniſhment, have left behind them, an everlafting 
monument of the wrath of heaven againſt perjur'd and ar a- 
xitious miniſters. 


„„ 


